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TO T HE RIGHT HO; 
NOVRABLE, SIR Rontkt 


NANTON, Knizht, Maſter of his - 


Maieſties Court of Wards and. © 
Liverics, andone of his Ma- 
ieſtics moſt Honourable 


Priute Councell, 

| ER” 
RiGnT HONOVRABLE, . 
> Ome in their Dedicatorres 


w2= þ: 
6 1 employ their Pen, not fo 
> 4 much to crave Patronage, 
SEZTY as to buyand purchate it 
)co 


KY, 
by large (and happily de- 

ſerued )commendation of thoſewhofe| 
names and fauovr they implore, How 

lentifull marrer in this kind 1rmight 

e furniſhed withall, they well know | 
that are able to ballance your pferie,' 
learning and othervertues. But at Czeo | 
reſolued ro haue amean Tembe,or norie 
at al,thar it might racher dea3ktd,vvhy| 
he had no Monwnent,then why ſein: 
A 3 ruous 
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| Tr:t EyisSTLE 


' 


tuous : ſo in my ſpeaking to & of you 
worthy ſelfe, rather would I be asked 
of-many,why I faid (o little, the of an; 
| one, why lo much, I therfore here ad 
| dre(ſe my, felte. to your Honour, by ap 
| proach to that {ide onely which lycth 
moſt conſpicuous & opportune for my 
harbour, and that is the contemplati- 
on of you as you are by his Maieſtie ap- 
pointed the worthy Head, and Maſter 
of that honourable Court, erected for 
the proteCtion of thole,who by reaſon | 
of Nonage,are vnable to ſupport them- 
ſclucs againſt iniury, In which imploy- 
MENG OW of pour religious & vercuous | 
reſolutions,the world knows you moſt 
ready to do Iuſtice,and yeeld Proteftion, 
as by way of Iudicature vnto Orpha nes, 
{9; alſo in alarger extent by way of fa- 
uor & countenance to others that need 
the lame,eſpecially.in cauſe of Religion. 
, My pagre ſelfe,though nor pleading 4 
either Wardable Tenure , or |Iifencie of 
| years, yet in the generall as a Charchman, 
| andin particular, as deuoted to doe all 
| the 
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.DepiCaATORIE; 


the feruice I mzy for the maintenance 
of Religion eſtabliſhed, prefume to caſt | 
my ſelfe az a Ward into your tuition. } 
' Firſt, che Church by the Ciuil & Canon | #<c«/«/emper 
| Lavves, is ſaid to remaine in perpetuall 77:4 
pupiliage, and iuſtly claimeth ſuccour | 
and defence from men in high place, 
as ynabletorelicue it {elfe againſteirher 
thoſe Corrupters that wil thruſt in with 
| ſtrange fire,to pollute the Altar,or thoſe | 
Spoilers,that would cur ſhort the skirts 
| of Aarons cloathing, Then allo for my | 
perſonall caſe in regard of my diſabili- 
ties to vndertake ſo higha taske,l muſt | 
needs acknowledge my ſelfe to bee a | 
weake Infant,Puer ſun,non poſſum loqui, |lerew.14, | 
and the more liable ro wrong, becauſe 
incompalled with aduerſaries cxaſpe- | 
rated againſt the Truth, and mee Fo 
ſpeaking Truth. Bryers and thornes are |®*ck,z.6. 
with mee , and I dwell amongft Scorpions, | 
whoſe ſtings are the ſharper bent a- 
oainſt my breaſt, becauſe I haue indea- 
| uored ro giue Antidotes vnto the Kings 
liege people, for their defence _— 
LICT.. } 
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; Tas EeP1STLE;&c, 
ſuch balefull xg my lelfe 
y 


hauc formerly had a taſte. Nor am [ 
| more by mine owne danger driuen, 
then by your goodneſle drawne to caſt 
mine yaworthy ſelte, and thiſe my 
poore Labors intothe boſome of your 
'| Protection. Though it bee perhaps 
none cf my [aſt fults, that without 
your Honour leau: I haue intruded 
vpon your Patronage, yet I cannot bee 
ſo miltruſtfull in ſo good-a caule, as to 
feare your eicher repulle,or offence. 

In this good hope | craue your ho- 
nour.ble Pardon and Fauour, alwayes 
praying God , whole caulc I defend, 
whole truth you aduance, to prolper 
your Honour in all your laudable and 
religious indeauours. * 

London, Noncmb, 
the 11, 462 4. 


Your Honours bounden at 
ſeruice to be commanded, 
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Ioun GEE. 
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HOLD FAST. 


ELVEL9.IT. 


| 


Behold, I come quickly, hold faſt that thou 


haſt, that no man take thy Crowne. 


F010 S ohm the Baptiſt, ſo much 
EN more 1obn the Euangeliſt was 

\ Fl |a burning and a ſhining 
PA | Lampe : He was the Diſci- 
ple whom leſus loned, hee lea- 
| ned on his Loxds breaſt, e ſinu 


Domint imbiberat Myſteria , | A«g.un toh, 


from our of the boſome of his Maſter hee 
dranke dcepe of the fountaine of heauenly 
wiſdome. 

Hee wrote his Rewelations inthe latter end 
of his deepe age, and (25 may ſeeme by the 
profit thence vnto Gods Church ) was to 
that end in (p«ciall manner, ard miraculouſ- 
ly preſerued; as if the lampe of his life could 
nur bee put our, till hee had indi-d all the 
lampes of his Writings, tog ue liv): rothe 
SanQuary of God vpon earth, The ecmpe?t 

B of 


Iohn 13.23, 
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| Where is Prelium & Preminm, a Holy 
| warre,and a richreward. A combate to bee 
vndergone by him that will winne, or keepe 
{ 


his Crowne. 

The former verſe, whercof I hauc made 
choyce, is the Chriſtian mans Caſtle, rot vn- 
| like the Tower of Dauid, A theuſand Shiclds 
hang therein, and all theTargcts of the ſ{19ng 
| men. 

1 Exhortation | The force of the words lies, firſt in an Fx. 
hertation,v;\ich is as the middlc and center of 
the verſe, Hold faft that thon h:ft ; and about 
2 Motives, | it thele two eMotines twine like the Serpents 
about Mercuries Rod : Firſt a Promiſe by way | 
| of Prediftion, Behold 7 come ſhortly. Sccendly, 
a Monition by way of Cantion, That no man 
| take thy Crowne. Both thclc arc ſacrcd trea- 


ſures laid vpin the Arke. 
| I. The firſt, The por ef Mana , ſweet , nouri- 
thing, and comfortable , Beholde , 1 come * 
| | quickly, | 
2 | The ſecond is the Rod of Aaron,l1i' vp in 


the ſame Arke of the Coucrnanr, a rod of In- 
| RS ſtruction, Premonition,and Coricion,T het 
| wo man take thy Crowne, | 
The fi: of th-ſe (ntertained in vs by Hope. | | 
The ſccond kept fate by Feare. i 

G The Hope of future good and happincſlc, EY 
whereto the Eare openeth. whercon he Fye 

15 fixcd wich expectation,ondtl.c Hort bont 

| with longing, when the Bricegrcome ab} 
| r.ounccth' 


- 


— | | 


| Flld faſt. 
| nouncerth vnto his Spoulc the Church this 
| nioſt welcome voice, Behold I come quickly, 


| The Feare and awfull rcucrence, w hereat 


' thecare tingleth and the heart quaketh, and 
all the faculrics ofthe inner man doe apply 
themſclues together for the working ont of ſal. | 
| vation with ſcare and trembling, when our 
| Maſter, Prophet and King doth inſtrutt and 
moue vs ſayi:grocuery tairhfull Soule, take 
hcede, T hat no man take thy Crowne. 
' Inthefirſ: we bc!:old the Sonne of God as 
moſt amiable and comfortable, there wee 
| view himas he is ſpecioſus pre filjjs hominum, 
i fairer then the ſons of men, and with Peter we 
ſay 20 ibimas, whither ſhall wec goe but to 
thee, for thou haſt the words of eternall life ,, Be- 
hol, I that am the way, the truth and the life, 
doe come quick/y, 
| In the ſecond we view him as appearing in 
[4 brizht conſuming fire, with a two-edged ſword 
comming from his mouth, with a Rag of iron 10 
his hand, with a voice full of terrour and a- 
mazement, threatning, leaſt another take 
thy Crowne, | 
In the firſt hee appeares as in the gentle 
'wirde, 
| Intheſecond hee ſhewes Limſclfe as in tbe 
\ thunder ? | 
| Inthe Girſtthe voice of Chriſt is as a ſiveere 
Cimball, 
| In the ſecond like the ſonnd of many waters. 
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Faſciculmus 
Temporum, 


Ewſeb. Eccl. 


i8,CE 2c, 


Gene,22,12, 


Exod,3.2. 
lIerem,z$,6, 
Danicl 2, 
Aas 10.6, 


hiſt.l16.1: cap, 


Gene,28,11, 


Hola faſt. 


þr violent death could not daſh out the can- 
cle of his mortalitie, For hee being vnder 
Traian put into a veſlell of {calding oyle, yet 
was not completely martyred. And vnder 
Demiti#s baniſhed into Patmos , one of the 
INands called Cyclades , or Sporades, lying in 
the Weſt part of £4ſia the leſle, and by the 
e£gean Sea, there his lite in extreame age 
| wasnot conſumed amongſt the dureſles and 
diſtreſſes of thar baniſhment, till hee had þ-| 
niſhed his courſe, 2nd wrote tothe neighbou- 
| ring Churches the laſt Omega of the Scrip- 
| tures. Chriſt who preſent with himin body 
loued him ; no leflc loued him bcing abſent. 
Andtheretore,as he appcarcd to Alraham in 
the Mownt, to Jacob inthe Field, to Moſes in 
Midian,to leremiah inthe Dungeon, to Daniel 
in Babylon, androPeter in the houſe of Simon: 
So ingood time he doth appcate to hisbelo. 
ued 7ohnin this deſert Ile, and comfort kim 
in his exile, with ſweer woes, heauenly w1/7- 
9n5,and moſt glorious Rewclations, 

His firſt F;ſron contained in the three firſt 
chapters of tnis Booke,is of ſeuen golden Caz- 
dleſtickes,and ſeuep Starres,rcpreſcnting ſeuen 
famous Churches,and their Angels or Biſhops 
[ins ft minor,to which hee was di:cftedro 
write ſo many teuera!l Epiſtles. Art the ſe- 
uenth verſe of this Chapter begins rhe Epi. 
ſtle ro the Angel of Philadelp%:1, a Citte of 
| Myſta, and on. of :he Gentle Churches, to 

whom 
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[ kingdome of God was come to the Gentiles, 


1 <9-/tancie,thenrecounts the rewards of Con- 
| QUCrouts, 


——_—_—— —_— 
—. 


Hold faſt. | 
I whom hechoſe rather to write , then to the 
Churches in 1#dea, to ſignifie, that now the 


the partition wall broken downe, the nacigec 
or Arke of the Couenant opened, the Gen. 
tiles were admitted and adoptcd into the fel- 
lowſhip of Gods people: yet ſo,as vaderthe 
ſcucrall eſtates of thoſe ſeuen Churches, (ac- 
cording to the opinion of Icarned Expoſt- 
tors) the future eſtate of other Churches 1s 
deciphered, and the doQrine therein contal- 
ned, ſo neerely concerneth ſucceeding times, 
that the concluſion of cuery Epiſtle hath this 

encrall Memento, Let him that \bath an care 

eare what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches. 

In the firſt part of the Predictions and In- | 

Je giuen to this the fixt in/order of 
thoſe Churches, the Church of Philedeiphin, 
he commendeth the patience of the Yngelor 
Biſhop there,threatens his enemies, and aſſu- 
'reth him of aydand affiſtance. 
In the latter part, hee firſt exhorts him to 


_— EI 


He exhorts him to conſtancie in the words 
of my Tcxt, Behold 1 come quickly , held faſt 
that thoa haſt, that no man take thy crowne. 

He recounts the rewards of conquerors in 
the words immediately following my Text: 
Him that en:rcommeth wlll I make a pillar 11 the | 


| 


T emple of my God,&7 he ſhall 70 no more ont &c., 
> VWhere 


3 
— ——— —— 
Rom,z. 


Patr4u, 
Bulbnger, 
Gorran, 
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1 Exhortation 


2 Motiwes, 


2, 
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Where is Prelium & Praminm, a Holy 
warre,and a richreward. A combateto bee | 
vndergone by him that will winne, or keepe | 
his Crowne. | 

The former verſe, whercof TI hauc made 
choyce, is the Chriſtian mans Caſtle, rot vn- 
like the Tower of Daxid, A theuſand Shicld's 
hang therein, and all theTargcis of the ſ[1 00g 
LTLÞ 

The force of the words lics, firſt in an Fx. 
hortation, which is as the middlc and center of 
the verſe, Hold faft that thou h:ft ; and about 
it theſe two Horiues twine like the Serperrs 
about Mercuries Rod : Firſt a Promiſe by way 
of Predittion, Behold 7 come ſhortly. Sccondly, 
a Monition by way of Caution, That no man 
take thy Crowne, Both thclc arc ſacrcd trea- 
ſures laid vpin the Arke. 


The firſt, The por of Manna , ſweet , nouri- 
fhing, and comfortable , Beholde , 1 come 
| quickly. 

The ſecond is the Rod of Aavron,l1i' vp in 
the ſame Arke of the Cournant, a rod of In- 
ſtruction, Premonition,and Coricction,T hat 
| #0 man take thy Crowne, 

The fi:{t of th-ſe -ntertained in vs by Hope. 

The ſccond kept fate by Feare. 

The Hope of future good and happinefle, 
whetreto the Eare openeth. whercon the Fye 
is fxcd wich exp«&ation,andil.c Hoa bent 


—— —————_ 


" T= . [ de See tnen : 
| with longing, when the Bricegicome pro 
r.outiceth' 
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b Hold faſt. 

nounceth vnto his Spoule the Church this 

| moſt welcome voice, Behold 1 come quickly. 

| The Feare and awtull reucrence, w hereat 

' thecare tingleth and the heart quaketh, and 

; all rhe faculrtics ofthe inner man doe apply 
themſclues together for the working ont of ſal. 

; vation with feare and trembling, when our 

| Maſter, Prophet and Kin doth infltudt and 


| | . *X\ 
' moue vs ſayiigroeuery taithfull Soule, take | 


 heede, T hat no man take thy Crowne, 
' Inthefi(!: we bcl:old the Sonne of God as 
| moſt amiable and comfortable, there wee 
| view himas he is ſpecioſus pre filjs Lominum, 
| fairer then the ſons of men, and with Peter we 
ſay 210 ibimas, whither ſhall wec goc but to 
thee, for thou haſt the words of eternall life ,, Be- 
| hold, I that am the way, the trmth and the life, 
doe come quick!y, 
| In the ſecond we view him as appearing in 
4 brizht conſuming fire, with a two-edged (word 
comming from his mouth, with a Rag of i707 10 
his hand, wath a voice full of terrour and a- 
mazement, threatning, leaſt another zake 
thy Crowne. 

In the firſt hee appeares as in the gentle 
'w17:de, 
| Intheſecond hee ſhewes himſclfe as in the 
\ thunder ? | 
| Inthe firſt the voice of Chriſt is as a ſiveete 
Cimball, 

In the ſecond like the ſonnd of many waters. 


te! 


2. 


— 
_— 


—— 


— m—_ _ 


Hold faſt. 


| The firſtis a motiue of Comfort, promifing 
aide and aſſiſtance. 

The ſecond of Terrevr, threatning a de. 
gradation for want of perſeucrance, 

In the hand of this good Samaritan is ſoft 
0yle, and ſharpe Wine or vinegar. A comfor- 
tatiueanda corraſtue, Such is his method of 
| curing, if by faire promiſes hee cannor per- 
(wade; his manner is by threarnings to com- 
pell, I begin,and intend moſt to inſiſt on the 
maine branch of my text, the matter princi- 
pally intended, incompaſſed,and walled in(as 
it were) with rhe other parts, the Exhortati- 
on,Hold faſt that thow haſt , where two points 
readily offer themſclues to be conſidered. 

Adftus and Obieftum, 

1 Aus a performance, Hol faſt. 

2 Obieftum,the Obie, rhe matter or thing 
poſſeſſed, rhat which thes haſt. 
| Looſenoopportunitic bur Hold;not (light- 
ly or perfunRorily, but firme and fa? , thou 
haſt begun well, cuen ſo pcrſeuere, holding 
that which thou haſt. 

1 Hold faft.] Strong was the poiſon of He- 
retickes, and tharpethe ſword of Tyrants, in 
this age of the Primitiue Church : like bre- 
thren in ewill, they were leagued and link in 
conſpiracie againſt the Lord and his annoin- 

ted.againſt Chriſt and his Diſciples. The one 
ſort being Satans Aduocates, the other his 
Aſlaſines; the one belciging the holy 1ernſa- 
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— Hold faſt . 


lem without the walls by hoſtilitic ; che other 
vndcermining her within the walls by Con- 
ſpiracic and Treaſon. Heretiches like the Lo- 
cuſts with Scorpion-like tailes,did not only 
hurt wandering and wauering Chriſtians, 
with the deadly ſting of their contagious er. 
rours;but alſoindangercd many of them who 
had the ſealc of God on their forheads. T y- 
rants like the great red Drazon with ſeauen 
| heads & ten hornes, never ceaſed to perſecute 
the Spouſe of Chriſt, and to make warr with 
her ſecede : So thatby the Impoſtures of He. 
retickesand Crucltic of Tyrants, ſome Chri- 
ſtians were drawne to leaue their Hold and 
fall backe from the Truth. Againſt ſuch co- 
ward!y Combatrants, thcle enemies of the 
Goſpell,that thus ran away from the banner 
of Chriſt, this good Angell of Philadelphia, 
had hitherunto oppoſed himſclfe, Now 
becauſe hee ſhould not ſinke in the midſt of 
his conflict; our Sauiour incourageth him 
| and his Church with this Exbortation, ſay- 
'ing, Hold that thou haſt. Asithe ſhould haue 
; aid, thou haſt begun inthe Spiriz, end not in 
;the Fleſh, as yet thou bearcſt the Image of 
God, then faſhion not thy ſclte according to 
the World ,thouart yet inthe Lizht, delight 
not then in the wozkes of Darkneſſe ; thine Al- 
p/4 hath beenc fincer1tie, then let not thine 
Omega be ſenſualitie : without perſcuerance 
the beſt Protcſlor is but as a branch cut off 
| from 


Oy _— 
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| Hold faſt. 


from the 7":»e, he ca bring forrh no fruit, o 
painted Tombe tull of rotten bones, a fruic- 
lefle Fig-tree, with goodly blofſomes. Very 
profitable thereforeand cffeSuall is this AQ? 
or Performance, Hol« faſt. 

Conſtancie anc Perſcucrance are in thc 
Scriptures principally ſet forth by foure Mc- 
taphors, Plowghing, Running, Standing , and 
Holding, The firſt two fignifie Action and 
Motion; the other Quiet and Immutability. 

For the firſt of the toure, our Sauiour ſaith, 
No man that putteth his hand tothe Plough and 
looketh backe, is apt t6 the Kingdome of Heanen, 
| Luk 9.62. , 

For the ſecond, Saint Paul ſaith,Ss runne 
that yee may obtaine.1 Cor.g. 

For thethird,the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, Stand 
therefore and your loines girded about with ve- 
rity.Epheſ.6.14. 

For the fourth, my Text ſaith, Hold that 
thon haſt, that is to ſay ; perſcuere in faith and 
righteouſneſle, and vic thy function without 
feare. 

Holding is anaturall ation and geſture of 
the hand and other members, which not on- 
ly men of vaderſtanding by reaſon, but euen 
babes and ſucklings do vſcby inſtindt ; nay all 
luing creatures, yea and ſome ſtupid budics 
alſo, though they haue northis archi:tcf or- 
ganof rhe hand, yet haue they the reach and 
| forceof appetite, which as it carticth _ 

, y 
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by way of deſire to thoſe obieRs which are 


{naturall and conuenient for them ; ſo when 
| they attaine ſuch obie&s, they haue alſo the 


facultic of naturall retention or Holding, 
whichby inſtint without diſcourſe, teach- 
eth them to continue the fruition of that 
which is acceptable and profitable vnto 
them. Hence in nature wee ſee betweene 


ſome ſympathiſing bodies, not only a con- 
{courſe when they approach, but alſo an ad- 


heſton when they mutually touch. So the 
Iron and Load-ſtone coucting one another, 
doe vpon touch clcaue together and faſtly 
hold that mutually which they haue. 

Shall not Grace be as effeRuall and pow- 
ertull as Nature, to runneto andto cleaue to 
that which is ordained for ſpirituall food 
and eſtabliſhment * Shall Vnderſtanding 
and Knowledge invs be more duil, and lefle 
actiue then ſtupid inſtin& in ſenſeleſie bo- 
dies? If Lapis inanimatus a dead tone, can 
no!d that which it deſireth and enioyeth. 
Shall not much more we that are /iur Lapi- 
des (as Peter call:th vs) the lining jinmes of 
Gods ſpiritual kouſe,cleaue faſt to our toun- 
dation being cemented vincu'sſpiritus,by the 
bond of the ſpirit ? Hold then firme and faſt 
that which thou haſt, Doe not ſcll thy ſpiritu- 
all birth-right and paſſeſsion for worlcly 
portion with prophine Eſa», doe not loole 
tem by negligence and diſuſe, like thoſe 
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Flay,s. \ grapes but behold wild grapes. I ſa.5. Forſake 


—— 


10 Hold faſt. 
'thathaue Charters or priuiledges grantcd to | 
them, but never beſtirre themſclucs to vie 
chem , nay perhaps not tolooke into them, 
like him that 41d 4zs talent inthe rround , doc 
[not forfcit them for want of Rent and ſcr- 
uice paiable and dueto our great Land-lord, 
: who will ſay of his planted Vineyard, Fx- 
pectani wuas ſedecce labriſcas , 1 locked for 


| 


not thy firſt /oxe like an Hailor , defiſt not 2s 

' Demas , make not only a fairc fhew as San! 

,and «das, but with Pan! perſevere and con- 

, tioue conſtant vnto the end, r/ ongh then brare 
in thy body the marks of the Lord Jeſus. 
Gal.6.17. 


It is obſcruable that in all the holy Spirits 

| letters, ſenr to thoſc ſeauen Churches in the 
ſecond andthird Chaptcrs of this booke, one 

| Corona x#nds.. OF which is this to the CAnvgel of Philadel- 
ter ruſ5 leg1ti- phia,allthe promiſes runne to perſenerers.Lin- 


me certant! 


Yew. * | cent; dabitur,to him that oucrcommcth ſhall 
itbegiucn ; to him that holderh and /olderh 
faſt. Nec paranti ad prelinm nec pugnariti ad 

 ſanzuinem,multo minus tergiverſ n'; ad pecca- 

| Furs, ſed incenti adwittortd. Not to him that 

prepares to fight, nor to him that rcfiſts for a 

time, much leſſeto him that ſhewes his backe 

| in cowardiſe, butto him that oucrcomcs to! 
conqueſtis the reward promiſed. 


Lies qwed, | And thus having viewed and confidercd' 


in generall the Act and manner of Holding. 
; Hold: 
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| Held faſt. . ES 


Hold faſt : wee will now view the ſpeciall 
Obiect or matter about which it is to be em- 
ployed. Iris hcre expreſſed XN oranter et in- 
nuendo, by pointing to it, quod babes, That 
which thou haſt, And ſo theſe words are a 
kinde of Index or Aſfterisk to direct vs by a 
{12nc or marke to a thing thereby ſignified, 
This Monitory doth not ſo much call or a- | 
wake vs to looke abroad, as to ſearch and pry 
narrowly at home, to reflec vpon our {clues 
with a N_oſce tei2ſum, view,and ſearch, and 
| iudge thy ſelfe and thine owne,, now alios, 
{09 aliens, not other men, not the affaires of 
other men, See what thou haft of heauenly 
and ſpiricuall poſſcſSions, and bee ſure that | 
thou get aperpcruiticinchem, | 
This warch-word of remembrance qued | 
habes, is like the Gnomon inthe Diall of cA- 
haz, which will tcellhow farre the Sane 15 
goxcbacke, even roa Degree : By examining 
what ſpirituall benc firs & graces we have re- | 
eciued, what light hath ſhined ypon vs, what 
influence of heauenly blefsings we hauefor- 
merly felt ; we ſhall finde whether our ſhi- 
[ning Lampes hauc decayed in light by ciow- | 
dic eclipſe, or ſtarted backe from their regu- | 
lar motion by vadue rctrogradation, what | 
| hold wee haut loſt of that heauenly inheri- | 
; tance which wee have formerly 1azd claime | 
vato. The ſtyle and phraſe of exhortation is 
very cmphaticall to this purpoſe vied by the 
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| from vs, as water out of leaking veſſcls. The 


Fold faſt. 
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which Stephen tranſlatcs by way of cxpoſiti- 
on, Ne dilabatur nobis & «ff inat illa ſalus, ler 
not the words of ſaluation flip and runn out 


graccs of God in Chriſt , are called Waters 
flewiag wnto life exerlaiting, lohng.1 4. Now 
wee know tl.at the nature of water is to bee 
fAuid and paſſeble, ic caſily flipperth away, vn- 
leſle the veſlell bee very ſtanch wherein iris 
contained : Euen fo is it with our fpirituall 
poſlefſion,it flideth from vs, and is ealily loſt, 
vnleſle we bee very vigilant and carctull. 

But tocome yet neerer to this 2u0d habes. 
As inthe valewing of a mans 1iches, it is not} 
enough to avouch in groſle, that hee hath 
great ſtore, vnleſſe ſome ſpeciall quantities 
or kinds bec particularizcd and recited, as by 
Inventory : So hecre we cannot ſufficiently 
cither valuc other Gods children, or try our; 
ſelues whether or no wee bee bankervpts in 
grace, vnleſſe we know of what ſort this hea- 
uenly treaſure is, which is thus to bee held, 
where had,where ſought,and where not yer at-| 
tained, | 

Thetotall of theſe precious Iewels may be 
reduced to two heads : | 

1 Yeritas,Trath of Chriſtian doctrine. | 

2 Probitas, Sinceritic of righrcouinclle, 

The former of theſe T heoreticall, rhc othcr | 
Praftical. | 
1 The) 


Hold faſt. | 'E 


1 The former containing the forme of 
wholeſome dottrine withour corruption, 

2 The latrer,the finceritic of Sanctitic,O-| 
bedicnce, Charitic, and luch like, in honeſt 
conuerſation, without all hypocritic or diſſi 
mulation, | 

1 In the firſt kinde, ſome hold not that 
which thzy had,but fallaway by Hercite, Er- | 
rour.and Superſtition, through the corrupti- 
; cn of thcir vnderſtanding , extinguiſhing or | 
darkening the light of ſauing knowledge. Of 
this number the Church hath been troubled} | 
| withall inall ages, Apoſtates, {uperſtitious 
'| Idolaters, Heretikes, maintaincrs of the fan- 
cies and traditions of men, oppoſite tothe 
truth of God. Of this ſort were the Phari- 
ſees in the Iewiſh Church, the Arrians, M ace- 
donians, Marcionites, Manichees, Entichians, Pe- 
laziars,and others in the Chriſtian Church. 

2 In the other kinde, ſome hold not that | 
which they had, but fall away by the corrup- 
tions of their will and aficions, leaving the 
parts of pietic towards God, rightcouſneſſe 
towards men, being /overs of pleaſures more |2. Tim.3- 

then lowers of God , prifeFfing ourwardly godtis 
niſſ*, but dexying irwardly the power thereep. | 
Ot this ſort are our Mcrap! oricall Icolaters, 
thar worſhiprhe wedge of gold, and wake rt 
their god by clear.ing thereto thr ouch wnſatiable 
conetouſeſſe ;, cruel] ©ppreſiors of the poore, 

thatgrind the faces of the necaic, denying 
C3 rlicſe| 
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rcliefeto Chriſt in his poore members, who 
apply onely to their purſe, Tene quod hates ; | 
[luxurious men, that make their belly their 204, 
whoſe end is their ſhame. 

Both ſorts of theſe having been inlightnec { 
with the knowledge of Gods Truth, and 
in ſome meaſvre (at leaſt in outward perfot- 
mance) hauing walked inthe pathes of com- 
mon honeſtic, laudable vertues , yea and! 
Chriſtian obedience yet haue forſaken this 
ſtraight path , they haue gone #» the way of 
Cain, and hauc been ſeduced in the wares of Ba- 
laars for reward, and peruerted in the gaineſay- 
ing of Core. The whole Epiſtle of 1ude, and 
the ſecond Epiſtle of Peter are fir Comments 
to expreſle the Character of theſe crooked 
degencrating Chriſtians. 

In conſidering this Propoſition, as it is in- 
tire init ſelfe,T ewe quod habes, Hold that thou 
haf, wee view the Jarge cxtenſion of ir,in re- 
ſpeR of thoſe to whomir is ſpoken,to wit,to 
all Perſons, and Times. 

1 Jndiuidaall,cucry fin- 
11 Irtconcerneth ; gular Chriſtian. 
all nerſaqs.cicher 2 Colleftiue,or Chriſti. 
an Churches. 

2 This Precept 1s ſpoken to all, both per- 
ſons and Churches in all Times , during the 
warfareof this world ; whether in time of 
new plantation of the Church, or ancient 
cantinuance; in the Summer of flouriſhing 
peace, 


| 


| Hold faſt. | I5 


peace,or the Winter of buter perſecution; in | 
the Spring of our jolitie,wk.en we ſhould fa- 
crifice our tender yearcs vnto the Almighrie, 
or inthe declining of our droopirg age, when 
we expect like r:;pe ſheanes tobe brought into 
Gods barne, in the dayes of our Youth, w hn 
weearc to remember our Creator , by holding 
our ſelues faſt vnto him; or in our decrepid 
oldage , when the keepers of the houſe tremble, | cc. 
and the ſtrong meu bow themſelues, and thegrin- 
aers ceaſe, and thoſe that leoke out of the win- 
dowes bee darkened : that is, per totum vite cure 
ricalum , Curing our whole race and pilgri-| 
mage inthe Meſechof this world. | 
As for the Perſons whom it concernes; | Perſons, 
firſt , Individually the Spirit fanderh at the; 
| More, and knocketh ar the Bo of cucry Chri-| 
'ſtian,ringingrhis watchword in his care, T exe; 
quod habes, Hold faſt that which thou haſt por- | | 
ren. None ſo great a proficient in Chriſtes | 
Sc:;oole, butnceds this leſſonrto be inculca- 
tec tohim : none ſoraw a beginncr ro whom | | 
this inftru&tion can bee vnſcaſonable. Thou 
that art but 2 tender Babe in Chiilt, ſced on 
the ſincere milke of the Geſpelt; and to that end | 
fo:lake not vine vers wetcris cf nout T efta-) Bern, 
menti, the two Pappes of the Old and New 
—— | Teſtament ; bee not beaten off from ſucking 
ſpicituall nouriſhment fromthem, Thou that; 
art growen vp a ſtrong man in Chriſt, and} 
| haſt ſenſus exercicatos ro dilcerne betweene 
| g00d ? 
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| goodandcuill.light and darkneſſe, thou that 


canſt inſtruc others in the way of truth and 
godlineſſe, Hold faſt thy Devoirum, Left when 
thos preacheſt to others, thy ſelfe become a caſt- 
away. And well it is by Saint Par! called the 
Depoſitum of pledge, a thing committed vnto 
vsin truſt. For as by the faw of nature, redde 
depeſitum, doth bind cuery ſuch fiduciary,not 
to vie the pledge as his owne proper goods, 
but to bee accountable for it, and reſtore it 
when it ſhall be called for ; otherwiſc is guil- 
tie of injuſtice, and violating of the didFamen 
rationis the principles of naturall reaſon : So 
ere forthetreaſure of Gods truth commit- 
red roour hands, we muſt acknowledge our 
ſclues ro bee but depoſirary, truſted as pledge- 
keepers,and not as proprietary, Lords and ma- 
ſters of it : For we areto giue account there- 
of ini//o die,in that great day of generall Au- 
dir, when cuery one of vs ſhall be called to a 
reckoning how he hath diſcharged his truſt. 
Wherefore for the better endeering this 
poſſeſſion; firſt remember how thou haſt re. 


{cciued it, Secondly, forclce the dangerous 


meanes which draw thee from it. 
: The firſt is,Y ade babes, from whence thou 


The ſecond ,' 2uemeds now tenes, by what 


|meanes thou dolſt loſe it, 
| Firſt, whence haſt it thou ? 


SN. By Baptiſm?, whereby thou haſt pur on 
Chriſl , 


EC” 
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| 


Chriſt , Galat.3.27. whereby thouart buried 
| with Chriſt, whereby planted together tothe 
likeneſſe of his death. Rom.6.4.. 

2 By the Preaching of the word, When thou | 
wert but a young twig , thou waſt ingrafted 
by Baptiſme vnto Iclus Chriſt ; now after 
[chou art growen to be aſtronger branch, thy 
root is watered by Gods Planters, whoſe in- 
ſtrutions diſtill vpon thee as the raine, whoſe 
doftrine doth drop as the dewe , or as the ſmall 
raine vpon the tender hearbe, and as the ſhowers 
vpon thegraſſe, Dcur. z 2. Paul planting, Apol-| Peut. 32.2, | 
[/o watering,God gining the increaſe; who affor- 
deth the Sunſhine of his grace for the hel- 
ping thy growth and fertilitie, and vouchſa- 
teth in patience to expect thy fruit theſe di- 
uers yeares , pruning thy boughes with the 
roddeof chaſtiſement and affliction; nay,de- 
ſcending yer further, to dig and dung the | 
hungry ſoylc abour thee : but if after all rhis | 
planting, watering pruning,fatning,thou ſhalt 
remaine ſti}l barren, and cumber the ground, 
ceuen to the hindering of other plants from 
thriving, what canſt thou expect, but that the 
axe or hatchet of Gods iudgement ſhould 
[tub rheevp by rhe rootes,and thou becaſ(t in. 
to vnquenchable fie - 

Secondly, the manifold dangerous meanes 
of looſing our Hel by,may be reduced vnto 
theſe three, Rapts, Furto, Dolo, 


The firſt is, v1o/ence of Robbery, when as by 
D ſtrong | 
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Cypri.mn. 


2 Fwrte, 


Math. 1 3, 


| Flold faſt. 
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ſtrong hand inuafion is made vpon vs, to quit 
| and torſake true Religion fer icarc of death 
| and pc r{ecution. Soin the Prin:itiue Chinch, 
| ſome by tke violent tormer.ts of raging pcr- 
\fecutions were through humane infirmitic 
| driven to Ict goe their Hold, being not ableto 
'rcfiſt ad ſangurncm, vnto blood, Whereupon 
| ſome did tcmporiſe, conforming themſelues 
|ro ſome outward aQions of Idolatry; others 
deliuercd vp the Books of holy Sctipture to| 
the Pagan perſecutors,who thence were cal- 
led,Tradjtores, Theſe(alas)did hamani pati, 
thewrthcmſclues to becbut men, not being 2- 
ble to keepe vpright the ſhip from wracke in 
ſuch violent and tempeſtuous ſtormes, 

The ſecond meanes of diſpoſſeſſing vs of 
our keaucnly treaſure,is Furto, by Stealrh,that 
is, when cither the cares orpleaſures of this 
life,tulneſle, plentic, peace, politike comply- 
ing with othcrs,contorming our ſeluesto our 
neighbours or companions, doe ſeduce vsto 
imbrace this preſent world , and to tread | 
Gods truth vader our feet : when we permit 
by conniuence and fl:epineſle , rhe tares of 
corruptions to be ſowen amongſt the wheat 
Gods word and truth: that is, when t =inex, 
the wicked one ſtealth away the good ſeed owt of 
onr hearts, and ſcattercth inſtead of it the| 
banefull and poyſonous {ceds of corruption, 
both in doCrine and manners. For ſo by 
on tudgement it conimonly commeth tro 

paſſe, 
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{ becomethe puniſhment of another, by conſe- 


{rhe Goſpellis bereft of free paſſage , where 


lout of the throne true Chriſtianitie, where 


Hold faſt. 


paſſe, that degeneration in the one, begetsa 
corruption in the other : where rodue care | 
is of preſeruing the truth of God in ſincerity 
of Religion;there God ſuffereth one ſinneto | 


quent lewdneſſe and impuritic of lite, which 
then & there hath greateſt dominion, where | 


corrupt ſuperſtition and dotages haue thruſt | 


the weed, andruſt,and canker of latc inuented | 
and obtruded noucltics haue ouergrowne and 
almoſt caten out the pure gold of Apoſtoli- | 
call Doctrine. And as this 15s moſt iuſt; fo is it 
in it ſclfe in naturall reaſon moſt eq 
We ſce by experience,that he who hath held 
a coard with both hands, if hee Ict goe the 
hold with one,he is the leſſe able to hold faſt 
with the other. The CAnchor of our hope is | 
pitcht,not bclow in the bottome of the Sea, 
but abouc in the higheſt heauens: with both } 
hands vree hold faſt rhis Cable, the one ſtic- 
king cloſeynto God, by holding to his truth 
in Rel:g2on, the other by remaining conſtant 
in puritic of conuerſation. If wedoe bur let 
flacke one of theſe our hands ; though the 
Argell of God,yca God himſclfe {hould crie 
loud vnto vs, Tere quod habes, yet hardly ſhall 
wee bee able to maintaine our hold with the 
other, 


The laſt meancs of loſle is Dole, by Fraud, 
D 2 which | 
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|Fhemſelnes the ſernants of correption , yet pro- 
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which 1s practiſed vpon vs by the Deuill, 
by the world , andthe fleſh; by wicked and 
lewd company wployed as their inſtru- 
ments z; and this engine likewiſc worketh 
vpon vs in both the obiccts , both of Pzerze, 
and of Honeſtie, both in doematicis,in the do- 
ctrinc of faith, as alſo i» moral:bas, in peruer- 
ting Our liues to vitiovincſſe. The deceit in 
this kinde is different from the former , be- 
cauſe there the Deuill gaincth ground of vs 
onely by Swrreption, poſſeſſing our minds and 
aftcftions with preſent apprchenſion and ti- 
tillation of pleaſure, which ſo tranſporteth vs, 
as that the vndeiſtanding is lulled aſlcepe,and 
conlidereth not the loſſe and danger. Bur in 
this a kinde of Compenſation 15 pretended by 
way of bargainc or exchange,and our wande-. 
ring {oules arc poſſeſſed with an opinion of 
Truth and Pictie , when wee 1unne headlong 
into iniquitie or errour, Heere I ſay menare! 
dealt withall as by Commuration, to leaue 
that which they hauc, for another doctrine 
which is pretended to be better, thovgh in- 
deed nothing but counterfeit,and gilded ouer| 
with theforged luſtre of beauric, and orna 
ment of outward pompes, feeding the cyc. 
and poſſeſſing the captiuated ſenſes of tlic 
imple :; wherein wee bchojd the deccittul] 
boldneſſe of the great enemy and his inſt: u 
ments ; who being as Saint Peter ſpcaketh. 
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miſe libertie to them whom they ſeduce. And | 
this is that ſnare of the Dcuill, whercin they 
are caurht i ave his will, w hich as It IS pOWCr- 
full in inticing vato morall crimes, {o much | 
more doth ir worke vpon the weaker mem- 
bers of the Church,to ſeduce them from the 
|rruth of the Goſpcll,and to carry them up and 
downe with eutry wind of dottrine, 

But who,or what am I ( reverend, honon- 
rable, and Chiiſttan Auditory ) that preſume 
to take this taske in hand, to vtter this Text 
with theſe polluted lips « Can I vndertaketo 
ſpeake the words of exhortation vnto Con- 
ſtancie,who my ſclte haue been fo late an cx- | 
ainple and ſpectacle of Inconſtancic ? Can | 
T ene quod babes {ound well out of the mourh | 
of him, whoſe actions hauc ſpoke too loud, 
Emiſi,am:ſi quod habui,lhave left and loſt that 
which I had, and ought to haue kept, So ma - | 
ny v orthy SpeQators., and iudicious Audi-| 
tors 3s I behold this day, may be as ſo many 
witneſſes or accuſer: to ſtop my mouth, or at 
leaſt to open itto profeſſe, that I am vawor 
thy ro bee a Phylician to ot hers, who haue| 
| had moſt necdto hcare that voyce of Cara 
 terpſam, Phyſician heale thy fclfe. | 
| Moſt true ir is, that wy foor , hand ,and| 
heart hauc bcentaken, and to0 long held i in 
| the Snare of the F owler, and carried away cap-| | 
[it ce into Babylon, where, it I conſider mine | 


| owne demcnis , I deſc ruedto bec held in the 
"Wy; M chaines 


” 


perperuall priſoner in the dungeon of Error, 


not been beaten off trom this Hold by the 
violent force of perſecutingterrour,but hauc 
veen willingly and wilfully ſftolne away by 
minc owne co:rupt and carnall paſſions. Fo, 
which mine obliquitie and grieuous dcteRti- 
on, as formerly by penne,(o heere by voyce, 
& before this Congregation, I humbly crauc 
pardon of our = reuerend mother the re- 
nowned Church of Enzland, then alſo of thc 
ſpirituall Fathers, theſe Churches lights and 
guides, the Lords Biſhops, and of my vencra- 
ble brethren the reſt of the Miniſtery, and 
generally of this and all other Chriſtian con- 

regations, whom no doubr I haue ſcanda- 
ized, But aboueall | implore the mercy and 
indulgence of my heauenly Father, that hee 
will vouchſafe to imbrace mee his returning 
Prodigall Child : giving him all humble and 
hearty thankes, that hee hath reduced vnto 
his fold, this wandering and diſcaſed Sheepe, 
and tour cuerbleſſed Sauigur tor daigning 
in his mercy, to looke backe ypon mee with 
his gracious cye, as he did vpon his lapſed 
Apoſtle. It was thy mercy (Oh ſweet Saui- 
our) which raiſed mc out of that ſtupiditic, 
and made mee to haue a lively ſenſe of thy 
Truth and mine owne falſhood ; and therc- 
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Superſtition,andblindnes; wherein my guil! 
{hath bin the greater, in that mine hands har'c 
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| foreas thou diddeſt vpon the tall of thine A- 
poſtle iudge him nor the I-{le fir, but the 
more able thereupon to eſtabliſh others, by 
ſaying vato him Es !« connerſus confirma fra- 
zres twos, I am thereforenor diſcouraged, but 
the more emboldned by the ſenſe of my for- 
mer diſeaſedneſſe to ſtirre vp others ynto 
conſtancy in holding that faith which they 
haue recciued, | 

Thus much for this precept as it concer- 
ncth cuery chriſtian ſoule, (and my ſelfe in | 
particular) to hold his owne portion that he 
hath, leaſt hec bee left poore, and naked, and | 
blind, and miſerable , when as perhaps hce | 
thinkes himlclfe rich and well clad and wanting 
nothing, 

Now(right honourableand beloued Au ) "wy 
ditory) giue me lezue to inſiſt yponthat ſub- 
ic, which I take tobe principally here in- 
rended. namly .he inculcation of this precept| 
of conſtancy vnto the colleftine members ef | 
Chriſt, namc! Y) particular Viſible Churches | 
and Conzregations, Toihem the Spirit as to 
agreat and numberlefſe Auditory preacheth 
| this whole ſome Yermon of Perſeuerance, 
| Thou viſible particular Church of Gcd,} 
whoſoeuer thou art that haſt recetned the Mar.rs, 
Word with oladneſſe, that haſt caſt away the rn 20 
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werkes of darkeneſfe, and put 6n the armour of | | 
{«ht , thar haft abandoned ihe vanities ol Pa- | 

cniſine, and the crouked peruerle errovs: | 
| which 


_- 
— — — — __ — —_ —W ein. — A 


— 


—_— 


F 28-1 Hold faſt. | 
which follow mans naturall corruption: thou 
that haſt ſubmitted thy neck to the gentle 
yoake of Chriſts Croilc, & imbraced the glad 
| tidings of the Goſpell, and doarine of fincere 
Rom,:,16, | Faith,which is power full vnts ſaluation to exery 
one that belecueth ; Stand falt in that which 
thou haſt receined,ſtriue and wraſtle for that 
faith, que ſemel tradita eft ſanit1s, which was 
Jude,v.z, once 21uen to the Saints ; loole not by fainting 
orſtarting,that Crowne of Honour & ſacicd 
reputation, which thou haſt worthly gor a- 
monegſt other Chriſtian Churches, Imitate 
thoſe holy Confeſſors and Martyrs, quorum 
nomins in bened;ctionibus, whole vcry namcs 
are bleſſed, If God callthce vntoa hery and 
bloody triall, prize not thiggranfitory life, a- | 
boue the — of life, Gods Goſpell, and a- | 
bouc the Lord of life, Gods only begotten 
Sonne, and aboue eternal life, Gods bounti- | 
Reuzio, |fulland free grft, Efto fidelis, Be thou faithfull| . 
wnto the dcath, and Chriſt ſhall gine thee the 
Crowne of life. 

Thou that art a ſruitefull ine, planted by 
Gods owne right hand, and watcred with the| 
dew of Hcauen, take heed that thy branches 
{be not torne away by the violent blaſt of per-| 
ſecution, when God ſhall be plealedto ſuffer 


ſuch tempeſtsto trouble the lower region of _ 
che Ayrein this militant Church. Hath God 
Flay.s, planted thee in a fruitfull hill, fenced rhee and 
| gathered out the flones from thy Vineyard by} A 
Refor-} 
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Reformation ; take heed that thou ſuffer nor 
thy fenceto be rrodex downe,be watchfull,thar 
the ewnious man doc not throw in againe thoſe 
ſtones by deformation. Be caretull alſo thar 
thy boughes and limmes be nor follen away by 
night,by thoſe that creepe through the hedge ints 
thevineyard. Take heed,thatthe /ttle foxes do 


way thy beſt fruit, when they pretend to look 
another way, and profcſle onely to requeſt 
courteous & harmlefle harbour for a while in 
thy ground: bur in the mean time work them- 
(clues in,& dig their carths,and bring in their 
yong cubbesthither, which will ſoone learne, 
aot onely toclimbe vp to thetop of the vine, 
and crop the faireſt bzanches, but alſo ſcratch 
vP the root of it, Of theſe I will ſay nothing, 
let the Spirit|ſpeake, Cant. 2.15. Take vs the 
foxes,the little foxes that ſpoyle the Fines, for our 
Vines haut tender grapes, 

ThatIdwelnot too long vpon Vniuerſals, 
21ue meleaucnow to deſcend vnto particular 
application of this precept,by diſcuſſing what 
kind of Church it moſt properly concernes, 
and who are they that fruitfully vie, or per. 
uerſely abuſe this wholeſome ſpirituall coun- 
(cll,T ene quod habes, Hold that thow haſt. 

Ficlt,for the having, The Church of Rome ar- 
rogatcth vntoit ſelte the prime poſſeſſion of 
this ſpirituall /7exure, that they only hold ita 
Capite from Chriſt himſelfe,in their own head 
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not vudermine thine incloſare, and purloine a»| 
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the Pope;that al other Chriſtian Churches are 
| butvnder-tenants, as holding by derivation 
of petty leaſcs from this vniner ſall Land-lord, 
| that they hauean indefeaſible perpetuity ther- 
| of.as intailed vntothe Pope, ſibi & / eredibns 
in perpetuum,to Him 8& his heires world with- 
| 

| out end;that other Churches haue no other 
| Charter of it,thenaT rarſcript from that Ori- 
| ginall,and no longer can hold it, then whileſt 
| they are conformable and ſeruiceable in Te- 
nancie of vaſſalage or villenage to 1he Z ord's of 
the Mannor of Reme, A vaine fond incroching 
| forgery of vſurpation, as authentical) as the 
| pretended donation of Conſtantine, of the pa- 
erimony of Saint Peter, and other priuiledges 

| vnto Silneſtey the Pope. 
Totheſewe may wel ſay with the Apoſtle, 
1.Cor,14-36. | Came the word out from you , or did you preach 
{ 1.Cor,1. the ſame, Or were wee baptized into the name of 
S. Peter,or S. Pan? If Priorctic imply origi- | 
nall renure infaith, ſurely 1r7«ſaler muſt bee 
Eſai.3.3. the grandmother Church. For de S79n exiuit | 
| /ex, Ont of Sion ſhall goe forth rhe Law,and 

the word of the Lord from Ic uſalem, 

The ancient Fathers reckoned not one, but 
Tertul.de Pre- —_— ccleſias matrices & oricinales fidei,mo- 
== ps therly originall Churches, whercin the faith 


_ 


was planted ſcucrally by &tuers Apoſtles, not; © 
by one. Andtherfore wherſocver ary church 
| can ſhew conformity vnto theCharrcr of the ! 
| Scriptures,it may rightfully plead tis Habco t 
as 
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as well :sany other the Church of the world, 

As tor the church of Rome, we deny not but 
in the primitiueand berrertimes,it might wel 
lay Habeo,T hauethis pledge of Truth,8 Te- 
neo, ] keepe it intire and ſincere : Bur thepre- 
ſent Roman Church,or rather the Papall fa- | 
Rion in the Weſterne Church, hath long 
ſiace left thac Ho/4,the preſent Church there 
hauing little elſe bur locall preſcription for 
properrie hercin. 

Theancient Chriſtian Komans, according to 
the inſtruſion of the great Apoſtleexprelied | 
vato them, were not aſhamed to hold, that we 
are iuſtified freely by grace. The preſent in 
Rome,or depending on Remce, imbaſerh this 
doQrine, by mixture of workes, preparatory, 
ſatisfattory,and ſuperrogatory. 

The old Chrifian Romans were ſo obedient 
vntotheir Inſtructors, as to imbrace his do- 


Rom, 


the hizher powers. The now new Romaniſts (ub- 
duce from this yoke their Clergie and Vota- 
ries ; nay they ſubieR the Scepter of Princes | 
tothe Popes becke. 


Though thou be a Propher,or an Evangeliſt, 
yet thou art a ſubieto the higher powers. 
And S. Bern. ui cenatar excipere tentai deci- 
pere, He that would cxcept any, goeth about 
to decciue.But the moderne Order of Jeſuits 


3.74, 


2, 


Qrine,when he ſaid, Let every ſoule be ſubject 18 Rom, 13,1, 


S. Chryſoftome ypon the aforeſaid words of | -4,1/47. i» 
the Apoſtle,ſaid, S$; Prophets, ſi FuangeliHa, | 8.15. 


Fern, 
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are more learned then theſeFathers,and more 
wiſe then the very Apoſtles of Icſus, 

3. The ancient Chriitian Romans learned of 
Rom. 10,14, |S, Paul, How can they call on him on whom they 
haze not belecued ? And therefore as they be- 
| leeuedonly vpon God in Chriſt : fo in prayer 
| | they called only on him. But the preſent &s- 
waniſts fill their churches & altars of Inuoca- 
tion & oblation with ten Sarwts for one Chriſt. 


— 


4. The old Remans belecued S. Pax!, when be 
{rom.s,zz, | Wrote vnto them —_— peccati mors, the 
i wazes of ſinne is death. Butthe new Romaniſts 


diſtinguiſhing of ſinnes mortal and werial, 
maintaine, that there be fome ſins for which 
| death is not due. 
i 6 The old Romans belceued,that erernall Life | 
Row.5.23: | es thegift of God; but the new, that itis due to} 
the worth of good workes. | 
The ancient Chriſtian Romans learned (no, | 
doubr ) the ſame doctrine of this Apoſtle, | 
which hetaughttheir brethren the Cor:n1%1.) | 
1 Cor.11,26, |4#5; As oft as yee eat this bread, and drinke this 
cup,ye ſhew forth the Lords death wntidl he come. 
| But the new Romariſts robbe vs all of the 
| Bread by a pretended Miracle of Tranſnb- 
ſtamiiation; and the Laitic of rhe Cup by a 
| tricke of Concomitancie. 
- ButIamnethere to reada Lecture of the - 
differences and degenerations of thc preſent 
| Roman Church,which are ſoundly and plen- | 
| tifully demonſtrated by the lights of the re- 
| | formed 
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formed Churches in their controverſall 
Bookes. Only this I inferre, that of all Chri- 
ſtian Churches that I know extant this day 
in the World, the Roman troope, (cſpectal- | 
ly in the ſuperlative Tenents of the Teſuites) 
can leaſt of all iuſtific themſclues and ſay, ei-| 
ther Habai quod tenes, I had it from Chriſt, 
that which I now hold ; or Texco quod habi, 
what I recciued from Chriſtand his Apoſtles 
I ill maintaine intire and incorrupt;ſuch re- 
dundicic of Arr:cles added tothe faith, which 
arenot of fa;th,ſuch enervation and corrupti-| 
on is thereof thoſe which truly belong ynto 
Faith. So that in obedience vnto this diuine 
precept of Holding that which we bad from 
Chr;ft,we cinot hold with the, but muſt hold 
againſt them that withdraw vsto Antichriſt. 

As they hold not what & where they ſhould, 
ſo do they peruerſely and vehemently labor, 
to takeand maintaine ho/d where they ſhould 
not. And therefore there wants) not in the 
Court of Reme a politicke ca1e of maintai- 
ning this principle, T exe q»#d habes, letno- 
thing goe that may be gotten by prerence of 
Saint Peters K eyes, Saint Pauli Swor1, Inter- 
dictions, Fxcommunications, Crx/adoes & ſuch 
hke, Tothis end h2th beene abuſed the fim- 
plicitic ofchriſtian people, and the deuoxion 
of Chriſtian Princes,to the increaſing of the 
Popes (pirituall power, and the crecting of a 
remporall, 
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Some thinke that the Sea when ir oaines 
vpon the Land in one place, by ſwallowing 
vp ſome Townes and Villages , it looſethir,| 
another; but ſure the more ſwelling waues ol 
the Seaof Rome, wherſocuer they incroach, 
cannot abide any rampire againſt ſuch inun- 
dation, nor will looſc any foot of groune 
gotten ; ſo Yarverſall Oecurenicall is the Ro- 
man Ocean : And wherc Papail vſurpation 
| harh beene once beaten our, the hunger is 
more ſharpeto enter againe. They that ſay 

Tene quod habes,will much more bulily (wear 
for Redime quod habebas, 

No marucilethen if they beſfiege and ſet 
hotly vpon a reformed Church, wiereour in 
former times thcy ſucks no ſmall aduantage, as 
appeares by one Pope that well vnderſtood 
Vid Mat, |thecommodities of Englend, who ſaid, Vere 
Pay. hortus noſter delitiarum eft Anglia, vere puteus 
eſt inexhauſins, et vbi multa abundant ,demulti; 
multa licet ſumere. Verily this England is my 
Paradiſe, it isa plentifull Well that cannot 
bee drawne dry, and where thcre is Gods 
plenty, we may take enough and ſpare nor. 
Breds.' There is a ſtrong fenced Towne in the 
Low Countryes, which at this preſcat {uffe- 
reth great diſtreſle by a violent fiege, which 
aſlaultno doubt is the hotter in the Encemic, - 
| becauſethat Towne being the inheritance of 

The Prince of | 4 2reat Prince,was of late reſcued out of their 
Orange, hands. Let vs at leaſt ſo farre make this our 
owne 
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owne calc, as to applic this to our ſpiritual! 
vie, ro conſider with what heatand hun 
dcfire the Papall fation endeauours _ 
againe vpon vs that their yoake of bon- 
age, which wenot many ycarcs fince, haue 
by Gods bleſsing fhakenoff, And long may 
they vaincly long to intrude againe into this 
Paradiſe to trample and devaſtare it, with 
their Superſtitions and corruptions. 
Yet for our better caution, that wee may 
claſpe our hold the faſter, let vs take view of 
ſome of their forces and engines, by which 
they would beate off our ho/4 and maintaine 
their owne. 

I will nor ſearch into thoſe yſuallengines & 
fortifications which they ſcr vp in euery cor- 
ner. Their Churches pretended Ynitie, Yui- 
werſalitie, Viſibilitie, Infallibilitie z their mul- 
titude of Saints, of Yotaries, of Miracles, and 
ſuch like gencrall Arguments. I will only 
touch yponthoſerthcir devices and imploy- 
ments whic!: mote neerely coccrne vs in this 
Church and State, being their attrattines ad 
habendum and retentines ad tenendum for the 
Roman cauſe, Of divers of which kinde I 
haue made more large declaration by my 
Pen heretofore, not here to be repeated, but 
only ſome adioynder thereto to be made of 
; ſome particulars ſince come to my notice or 
remembrance, 

Amongſt which I muſt firfkacquaint you | 
| with | 
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with thar planting Agents & Emiſſaries forthe 


_—_ to their partic by acquaintance 
and ſubtill infinuations. To that end there 
hath beene a proie& of the Icluites to plant 
their fellow-Icſuires and other Pricſts, ndt 


only inthe Suburbs (which they count well 


within the walls ofthis houourable and re- 
ligious Citic, Whcreto they haue made a 
note of ſuch Citizens as they thought they 
might make vie of to afford them houſe- 
rome,One whom I wel know was ſpokento, 
to helpeto procurelodgings for them in ſuch 
parts of Lowdex as he was acquainted in. Nor 
isthis ſeducing office appropriated to the Ec- 
clefiaſtickes only, but further tranſmitted co 
other Laicke vnder-Emiſſaries, who ſhall 
walke ſometimes vnder the vocation of Phy- 
ficians, whereof one ſhall carry Popiſh Books 
withhim to mens houſes, and ſhall tell them 
that two or three of them bee ſuchas haue 
beene ſhewneto our beſt Proteſtant Diuines 
in England, who hauc acknowledged that 
that they cannot be anſwered, Another when 
he comes toadminifter Phyſicke ſhall aduiſe 
his patientto leaue his Laicke profeſſion,and 
ſtudie Diuinitic,not in the petit Vniuerſicies 
of Oxox or Cambridge, but inthe more Cx- 
cellent Vniuerſities of Doway, Saint Omers, 
Paris, Yalledolid &c.Another of that ſtraine 


| ſhall be fo namblc as when he commecth to 
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his Patient, hce ſhall intice away his you 
ſchollerly ſervant, and conuey him cpainf 
his Maſters will privily beyond the Seas. 
Nay, yet lower Sciences ſhall bee a diſguiſe 
for ſuch vnder-ſuborned Agents,as Teaching 
of Muſicke, ind Dauncing, the end whereof 
{ muſt be to make their Schollers turne their 
heads and heeles , till they caper out of their | 
] Religion, | | | 

I name none, leſt L ſhould ſeeme rather 
to be an accuſer in bitrerneſle againſt the Ad- 
uerſary, then a moniſher in chariticand dutic | 
romy Countrey. 

Their next engine is, Their working pon 2, f 
the diſcontent of young Schollers, and magni- |**PPianting 
fying their parts anddeſerts, by bemoaning |”*** 
the negle&t had of their worth in our 
Schooles and Colledges, extolling of the 
Diſcipline and Induſtry, eminent ing |Eight Engliſh 
and reward in the Seminary Colledges be- > : 
yond the Seas, offering them meancs and 0- 
portunitie of tranſportation , with Letters | 
Commendatory in their hand, and money in 
their purſes. 

Hercof I hauc formerly giuen ſome exam- 
ples,yetnow will adde,how in their holding | 
faſt yong Proſelites,they cxerciſe(thoughpre- 
poſterouſly)this precept of Tere quod habes, 
Hold that which thou hqft gotten , which they 
doe not onely by g/oſing arguments, and idle | 
books of Miracles, Yiſrens,and Revelations, | 

F whic 
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which they work vponthe mind & fancy;but 
alſo they addean externall meanes of ſurectic, 
not much vnlike that which the 7ewes vſed a- 
gainſt our Sauiour aftcr his Paſhon,who ſet a 
| ſure guard about the ſepulchre, leſt be ſhould iſe 
againe, So theſe when they haue hood- 


geon of their Superſtitions, they prouide xe 
reſurgat,leſt he ſhould open his eyes, and riſe 
to behold the light of the Truth. And 
therefore they ſer a guard vpon him,to keepe 
him from conuerfing or conferring with any 
but themſclues, 
I haue formerly related of a Newice-in- 
tended-Nunne, whom after they had gotten 
into their clutches,they were ſo carefull ouer 
her, that they would not ſuffer her to ſtepin- 
rotheſtreer, without one ro watch her like a 
| Conſtable. Whereto I adde, that fince I vn- 
 derſtand of a young Y nizerſitic Scholar , vp- 
on whom a brace of Jeſ#tes gained ground 
ſo farre, that he yeelded a kinde of conſent 
'of late within this twclue-moneth, to bee 
tranſported by them to the Vniuerſitic of 
Doway. Towhich end ſome money was ga- 
thered amongft the Romeni#s for his Yia- 
ticwws, But becauſe the Jeſsites did not thinke 
their motiues of Argument to pierce ſo 
dcepely into him, that they might bee aſ: 
| fured of his conſtancie in that reſolution, 
"_ added thereto the ſtrong coard of cor 


wincke and buried any Proſelite inthe dun-! 
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porall derenſfion,or reſtraint; and for diuers 
weekes till hee ſhould bee packt ouer, they 


without Bayle or Mainepriſe : Imploying 
of him there ia tranſcribing certaine idle pa-} 
pers of theirs, pretended for the Preſſewrit- 
ten by one of them profeſſedly againſt a 
worthie Knight of this Kingdome. Burt the 
young Scholar being (as it ſeemes)not won- 
ted ro bee a Recluſe, and liking better to 
breath a little freſh ayre, ſo ſoone as op- 
porrunitie was offered, walked out into the 
(treeres, and meering with ſome of his 
good fricads, ro whom hee imparted the in- | 
tention of his gadding beyond the ſea z was 
thereupon diſſwaded,and reclaimed. 
By which young Scholar I am likewiſe in- | 
formed, thar in his time of keeping thus rety- 
red inthe Jeſaires Chamber , there were dai- 
ly brought thicher grear packes of Engliſh 
Popiſh Bookes , by ſome Traders, ( perhaps 
not farre from this place ) who make other 
ſhew in outward profeſſion , but are content 


i 


hands, | 

As they haue their incroaching hookes 
to draw in thoſe that are of ripe yeares, ſo 
much eaſier doe they get into their power 
and diſpoſall , the rewder Plants, and very 
Flower of owg Enzl'ſh Gentrre : 1 mcanc young 


(Children of cither Scx,whom intheir Nonaze | 


to make Merchandiſe of Religions on both [ 
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they depriue of _ ayre, leſt breathing 
irtoo long, the uld bee imbued with a 
deepe loue of their owne Countrey, and 
tranfport them in forraigne parts,to be plan- 
|ted in Popiſh Colledges and Monaſteries e- 
reed to that purpoſe, to breed in them a 
| diſtaſte and auerſation from the preſent 
Church ana State eſtabliſhed in England. 

Innocent Infants', who without crime arc 
baniſhed their native ſoyle, and many of 
them vnder pretence of an olde HMonke- 
tricke, . Ciniltter mortuus, robbed of their in- 
dericance, which ſhould hauc deſcended on. 
them from their Parents, Bur in all of rhe 
|our Eſtate is robbed, both of their Pers 
ſons , andalſoof the Movey allotted for their 
ſeverall portions. 

Of this kinde, ſince the laſt Seffion of Par- 
liament, by the care of Magiſtrates and Of- 
ficers, there haue.beene intercepted from 
| Tranſportation abour the number of feuen- 
|«cene, whom Inced not here recite by their 

names, But how many paſle ſine ftrepitu,wee 
know not. To the examples recounted by me 
{Iinwriting, I will adde one. 1/0 
i A Gemleman of Barkfhire having bur one 
onely childe, a very ingenious towardly 
Youth, whom he had long kept ro Schoole, 
a Nei7hbour-Papiſt affiſted by a Prieſt, inticed 
axay this young man, and capueyed him 

to a Monaſtery beyond the Seas, to rhegreat 
| gricfe,| 
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griefe , andalmoſt heart- breaking of -his ſaid | 
Father : who beſide the loſſeof his-Sonne, 
was thereby. plunged in another 'miſthiefe, 
hee having purchaled the greatcſt part of his 
Land in his Sonnes name: and now know-! 
eth not what will become of the ſame, but 
relleth mce, hee doubts thar the Prieſts will 
cauſe his Sonne conuey it to ſome Popith | | 
friend for theirvſe; as they are Merchants | 
cunning enough,and need no Broker, | 
Another of their (tratagems is,T he ſea'inz 4. 
vp of the Booke of God,aud inſtead thereof fil- | | 
ling their hands, and eyes, and kearts with |, 
idle ſuperſtitious fabulous Pamphlets, A; cc old, 
ſtrange tyrannic and ſcarſe credible, had not 
this latterage produced it, that at the hearing 
of, Confeſlions, when they begin. to-'racke: 
mens: Conſcicnces by recitall ot offences a- 
gainſt tho fuſt Table of the Decalogue, rhe | 
leading Captaine offence, which they1er'in 
the forefront, . is muſcredrfourth.bywkmg; | 
Whether they hauertad ,.orſomutbascalt | 
their eye vpon-4be. Saripture in & knowne 
tongue, Belike t00- tawifible and.inſenſible ts ! 
that-punthment,- which they 4ncurre: of/&x+ 
communication” ipſo facto ;-by taking 2taſte of \ 
the Scriptures by any private readingchem . | 
Hereto is added therforethe greateſt corpo-. 
rall puniſhment,cuen death ic ſeife, For inthe 
{yp quifpries What iS more.capitall ; then for 4 
| manto bedetetedto _ ad in his bofome - 
3 or 
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or houlc, that dangerous poyſon which wee 
call,7 he Bookeof God, But intheplace there. | 
* of they ſend abroad,and load them with fro- | 
thic, chaffic, muddy Pamphlers of fabulous 
| Miracles, wherewith they feed the courſe ſto. | 
macksof theirghoſtly children,being indeed | 
&hough againſt S. Pas/s counſell) very chil- | 
dren in underſtanding. | 
| Whenthe fogge of Popery ſo ouerclouded 


z: Cor,14.209, 


| of thoſe that line within kenning of m— 
I- 


| ſhipis raughr, and. theſe vanities blowne a- 
way with the blaſt and breath of Gods Meſ- 
ſcagers:- that any Engliſh man or woman of 
common diſcretion ſhould apply their care 
or eye to. intertaine ſuch lewd , vgly, mon- 
ſtroas fables, as atc obtruded vpon them ? 
The greater is theguiktineſſe of their ring/cs- 
ding Maſters, who profeſſing to bee guides 0 
the blind, and ſpirituall Inſtruors of their 
Catholike children, dare in the face of the 
Sunne torge ſuch Mountebanke —_—_— 
ane; 


— — 
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| tenendums , tO hold their flauiſh followers in 


and ad habenaum,to get money out of their 
| purſes , for ſuch falſe ſophiſticate ware, 1 
 knowe ſome Popiſh Maſters , who make it 
their Rent and Reuenew,to become Brokers 
in this kinde. Their Fables, I haue recoun- 
ted diuers of them, ad pudorem ſcriptorum, 
pcrhaps ad nanſeaw Leftoruns,to ſhame thoſe 
forging Writers,and I doubt to the wearying 
a cloying of my Readers. 


nourable and Venerable Auditory with re- 
citall of ſuch trumpery. Yet if any oneliſt 
to haue a taſte, ler 'him confider whether it 
bee nota profaning of Gods Ordinance, to 
S_—_ the power of Excommunication by 
ſuch ridiculous uentions as this; to wir, in 
their Booke of Miracles, called Pratum ſþiri- 
tale, I find one of theſe jolly Tales,thar 
Once vpon a time there was a Crow, or 
Tacke-daw had ſtollen a gold ring; and there- 
vpon incurring the Sentence of Excommu- 
nication, refuſed rocare, and pined away, 
till an Abbot abſolued the Crow, and then 
hee was in good liking,and iocund as before. 
I fay nothing, bur in the Greeke prouetbe, 
us emer, ſuch vnfauory foods fit for nothing, 
but ro be thrown our to the carrion Crowes. 
Another kinde of their engines —_— 
Inaut- 


=D 


and farce Fookes withthem on purpoſe, 4d 


blinde dotage of falſe grounded devotion, 


I will not trouble the patience of this Ho-| 


; 


| 


} 


A lack Daw 

loued gold 

well ,and ſo do 

thoſe thattell 

{ this tale, 

You may read 
likewiſe of 

Sparrowes CX- 
communicated 
Difery Ser. 6g, 

de Tempore, 

A Rauecn cx- 

communicated* 

for b:caki 

of a A 

window,vd a 

beoke intitu- 

led,The life of 
Leo Tuſc.prin- 
ted at Col, p, 
264, fince no 
Rauen will 

' come Within 2 


| 
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mile of that 
Church, 
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Indulgences , Cruſadots , and 18bilees, Theſe 
area kinde of Hand maids 2nd attendants vp- 
on Remiſh auricular Confefion, they being in- 
deed little elſe, but 46ſo/ations of the largeſt 


{ize, and dyedin the deepeſt graine. Theſe 


are very fruitfull hookes 44 Eubendum , for 
the Papacie, which ſeldome come home vn- 


laden, But this engine worketh another way | 


then the former : They vpon the 1udgemenr, 
Conſcience, and Perſon of thoſe whom they 
take and hold; this vpon the Parſe. 

The Popes grand Staple Faire, which was 
wont to bee once in an hundred ycares, in 
imitation of the Geztiles, and after once in 
fiftie yeares in imitation of the Jewes 1ubilee, 
(which was meerly proper to thoſe people: ) 
Now by degrees,for the better aduancing of 
the reuenewes of the Papall Exchequer, is 
multiplied to euery five and twenticth yeare. 
And now at next Chriſtmas will the whecle 
be come about, which grindeth _ riſte 
for the Romane Batch. The moſt grofle and 
palpable Invention for the ſqueeſing out mo- 
ney from the people, vnder the pretence of 
Deuotion, and acquitall from ſinnes, that c- 
uer was put vpon the Chriſtian, nay Heathen 
world. As if there ſhould come out againe 
a Decree from Auguſtus Ceſar, That all the 
world ſhould bee taxed : ſo packe they vp their 
money for Rowe from all quarters. Nay, and 
many cannot bee content to ſend, but = 

Wl 
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will nceds bee their owne Carriers : ſo ficke 


in quiet at home, rhat they are eſfro perciti, 
driuen witha gad-flicto ſally ouer the Alpes, 
or toplough the backe of diuers Scas,to viſit 
che holy Fathers Tubilcan pompe, to ſee him 
portatam humeris , to ride on Cockhorſe on 
mens ſhoulders, and with a golden hammer 
to beat openthe gates of a typicall Paradiſe : 
where a parjct wall being to bee broken 
downe by the Pope, happy 1s heethat can ger 
but one crumme of the holy morter that is 
ſcattered. Their money they are ſureto leaue 
behind them, and in ſtcad of it, what bring 
they home 2 A few Boxen beads ſanified by 
the Popes Benediddion , or Copper Meddals , 
Brouches,&c. A worthy bargaiae,for men to 
repueraſcerez like children to crie to goeto 
Bartholmew F aire , that they may bring f.om 
thence, Babies, and Rattles, and Hobbie- 


_ 
thinke God hath ſer England in a faire 
= diſtance from the head Citie that bca- 
ret 
trom gadding ſo farre vpontrifling cauſe, bur 
N ecquicquam Deus abſciait 
Prudens Ocean diſſeciabili 
Terras, 
In vaine hath God by his wiſedome diui- 
ded kingdomes by the Sea. Irſeemes Sea nor 
Land cannot fetterſome of our Nation from 


———_ 


G 


arethey of thcir money, ſo weary of reſting | 


dominion over the Nations , to kcepe vs | 


I haue heard 
of one who 
hauing gorten 
a piece' of 
morter, ſold it 
by the wa 
home for F 
good round 
(umme of mo- 
ney to beare 


his charges, 


Horat, 


ch.fering | 


chafcring in perſon, at that Money- Mart, 
which opencth ſhortly. 

I know ſome who lodged in the Suburbs | 
of this Ci:ic of lare gone thitterward,, and 
are like to returne home, purged more cer- 
tainly of Siluer, then of $19. A certaine Je- 
ſaite, whom I could name, was within theſe 
few daycs preparing to packe forward, ard| 
becauſe he was lotn 10 go emprie or vnladen 
out of £xz/a,d,cagerly inticed a yong youth 
(ber:.ga Scholar at a famous Schoolc within 
the circuit of this Ciric)to goc with him,rcl- 
ling him,that now during thetime of 1«6-lce, 
Rome was open and tree for any that would 
come thirher, 

I cannot omit to ſpeak ſomcthing of their 
Fantaſtiche trickes, vied to allureadmiration, 
and credulitie of miraculous exployts. Of 
which cogging ſtampec, is that Tale which 
one Father Laurence, a !eſuite,now or of late 
about London, rcporceth of himſclfe, That he 
in his minoritic was by N:iracle —portcd| 
toa Monaiterici Sparne, where he continued 
divers yearcs,and nu © himfelte,norany o. 
ther knew his name; nillthere appeared vnto 
him as hee was at his Dcuotions ,, Saint Law- 
rence, who Tpake vnto himand laid, T /y name 
ſball bee called for ener heereafter, Father Law- 
ance * And(o the Saint hauing ſpoken thus, 
with other words vnto him,dep-1ted. After: 
wards one of his fel/ow-leſuires, who liued in 

| t the 
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| meant to chuſe ſuch Yalentines, They anſiwe- 
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the Monaſtery with him, cameto his cham- 
ber, and by very inſtinR ſaluted him by rhe 
new name of Fath:r Lawrence. Whercar this 
beauen chriſtned Father was much aſtoniſhed, 
and maruciled how this other /eſ#ire knew 
hisname, But hee preſcntly ſpake thus vnto 
F, Lawrence , The ſame Saint hath appeared 
vnto me alſo, and bade me goe to your cham- 
ber,and ſalute you by this name. This Farher 
Lawrence was ſhortly after by the Swperiour 
of his Order (ent into England , where inthe 
Perſon of Saint Lawrence hee doth giuc Bene- 
litions,and pretends to cure diſcales,and doc 
[trange miracles. 

Another like trifling tricke is that which of 
late hath bcen vſed by ſome Neſuites , whoſe 
names [ know better then the Monks of Spainc 
knew Farther Lawrences. They vpon S. Y alen- 
tines day,chuſing ſome female Satxt for their | 
Valentine, one takes Saint Azatha, another S. | 
Clare, anocher S. Lucie,another S, Cather;: e, 
another $.Cicely,cc.1 asked them what they 


red mee, that in reſpec of their Yow, they 
could haue no Yalenitmethar liucd here vpon 
carth : and inregard of their Anye call life, | 
they were to chuſe 7alentines in heauen, Ial- 
ked them, whcther they thought thole Saints | 
knew thatthey had choſen taem for their 774 

lentmes, Oh ycs ſay they, we ſhall be honouw- | 
red all this yeaie by that 7'alentie wee make | 
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Priefts "as 
leniancs, 
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*| with the fls- 
mung Apron, 
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choice off, 8 ſhe will intercede for vs, and to 
ſome of vs our Yalentine doth appcatre in vi- 
ſible bodily ſhape, telling vs what to doc all 
the yeareafter. And for my part, Ithinke as 
truly for ſeauen yearcs after, 

Surely I was not very nimble of bcleefe 
when they told me this ; but ſince I have 
thought that thoſe great Fathers the 7eſurtes 
are not alwaics ſo well aduiſed as thc y may, 
whenthey will thruſt vpon Yn1izer ſirie Schol- 
lers and Eceleſiaflickes this and the like patpa- 
ble fitions, which me thinkes were groſſc 
enough to put vpon filly women and 1gno- 
rant Ruſtickes. 

To ſay nothing ofthe Maid with the glitte- 
ring or flaming Apron,who diuers yeares ſince 
was adored rather then admired by ſome in 
this Citie, &yetremaineth in a Numnery be- 
yond the Seas, whitherdiucrs repaire to her 
for Bened;(ion, whoſe tricks it they were 
well examined, would proue little better 
then thoſe of the N_wnne ae (4 Annuntiada in 
Sparime condemned for Impeſture. Iam be- 
holding to another of that {cxe of whom 1 
hauc formerly related ſome ivgling mirabili- 
arie tricks aRed of late inthis City, in pre- 
tence of drizing out Deuil!s, who (caſt any 
ſhould thinkethat Thaue wronged her in my 
narration) ſpinncth the ſame thred r.ow be- 
yond the Scas at Saint Omers, vſually ſpitting 
out pinnes, and reported alſo by the credu- 

lous\ 


It ſecmesthis1is a very hungry Dewill, 
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Jous to cough our flames of fire. She thus 
repsſſeſſed is againe to be diſpoſieſſed by the 
mighty force of our Father Floud, and an0- 


ther Father T hunder, two potent Engliſh ex-(/ 


orciſts. In which action the inhabiting Deu:ll 
cryethout atT hunders approach,as if Braner- 
ges, the ſonnes of Thunder wete in prelence, 
and made the Dcuills to tremble with the 
Apoſtolicall gitt of miracles. 

A more freſh and Domeſticke example 
then this I hauc learned within theſe few 
dayes,concerning a cer/aine young woman in 
this Citic ſometimes a Proteſtant, who pre- 
tendeth ro be vexed and poſſeſſed by a Deuill, 
Andthereupon by the fpirituall Maſters di- 
uers collett;ons of Money haue beene made as 
intended Yor her relicfe. And the better to 
draw on theſe Contributions, ſhee is viually 


| 


— 


brought to their Solemne Maſſes, And with-. 
in thcſe few weekes to ſhew bow the Deuill | 
was vexed by thoſe Romitſh geſticulations, ' 
ſhe reared with a very loud voice at the time of 
theeleuation, to the wonder of many the ga- | 
ping admiring Spectators. She ſaith ſhe hath | 
beene poſlefſed with this Deuill theſe foure | 
ycares, namely alittle after ſhe turned Xoman 
Catholicke, and that the inhabitant Devil} 
doth ofrennow tempt nerto goet9 Church, | 
whichas her Maſters tcach her #s to fall ins} 
preſent damnation, 

which; 
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ed, 
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muſt bee fed ſo inſatiably with new Contri-: 
butions, ( eſpecially on great Saints dayes 
when rhere is the chicfeſt concoule of peo. 
ple to thoſe their ſolemne meetings) though 
ſomwhar,l make no doubt, is intercepted by 
the Collectors. And that it 1s no poliricke De- 
»4/ (ome thinke, that choſe rather ro enter 
into her when ſhee was a Reman Catho/iche, 
then when ſhee was a Proteſtant. And veiily 
I thinke heis ſo gencle, that if thoſe contribu- 
tios (ſo often madefor her)ceaſc,he will ca- 
lily be intreated ro leaue his habitation, Bur 
[ leaue the examination of this to him that 
ſits on our Throne, his Maieſtie, who hath a 
happy gift in diſcouery of ſuch Impoſtures. 
ButI forget allthis while another of their 
Engines, very profitable and comfortable 
for their haumms and holding, which is, cer- 
taine ALew Orders vpſtart in this age, fitting 
that vpſtart Religion. Wherein is moſt re- 
markeable a - 4, any and new hatched PFe- 
male 2rder of Jeſuiteſſes, firſt vadertaken by 
an Eneliſh woman, called Miſtris Ward: 
which ſocietic the Holy Father though re- 
queſted thereto, ſome few yeares agoc, did 
nutthen thinke fir vpon ſom« important rea» 
ſons to allow. But now belike ir is conclu- 
ded, that Maſcwline leſuitiſme will not bee 0- 
uerclowded, but rather ſupported by this 
ſſociation. And the Decree is poſled, that it 
may be, and is an 0rdey cſtabliſhed , and a 
Fe- 
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Female C olledge erected for them in A aples,\ 
| whither diucrs of our Fnglſh leſuited women | 
; arc goneto be engraffed into that new found | 
'ſtocke. And {ure there is a {uitable fairebo- | 
| ding ſignification in the very name of hae! 
' place, ir being Ne7as; the new Citie, which| 
| well befits Neowwrars thele new Nunnes. 
| And as inmaſculinc leſuitiſme, there are 
not only prof<ſied Votaries of Chaſtitie,but 
allo Lay-brethren,marricd men,appendant to 
(£2100 Order, {5 in this Female inſtitution | 
[thereare, and will be (ro doubt) not mY 
'vi irgins and Widowes, buralſo Ley ſiſters a- 
biding (till in ſtate of Marriage. Ot whom, if 
any will needs be gadding beyond ihe Seas, 
| I with that th Cy May not be called home a-| 
eaine ad cohalitandum, Then perhaps the 
Men-Ieſwites in Enzland ſhall haue lefle do | 
| minion oucr great Famulics in this King- $| 
| dome. 

For all kir.d of Icſuitiſme infuſing ſuch 
bizh ſpirits, why ſhouid not the Ley ſriters 
of that Seraptica(l focic eric thinke themlelues | 
| wiſcr then their husbards , and ſpurne a- 
| gzinſt Saint Pav/s precepr, which binds th | 
'them 70 learne of their Hut ads as home, E-| 
ſpecially when as the aymeand end of this 
new arder is (as I :m well mtormed) that as | 
ſome of them arc to remaine retired in a 
| Nanzery : {0 othcrs at the more practi: ke | 


ſtrainc are tocontinue an Geconom:call liſe 10 | 
Fngoland | 
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The leſurteſſes 
in England 
are very Cen- 
ſorious and 
bitter againſt 
thoſe Roma- 
roy that take 
the Oath of 
Allegrance,or 
defend it, 


Rors,7,2, 
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Enzland, and partly at their owne home, 
partly at other houſes to imploy them(ſclues 
in intruRing , and Catechiſing others in the 
Myſteries of the Remane dotrine. Which 
Office of cacechiiing, I thinke, will hauc bur 
a nominall difference from Preaching; and ſo 
we ſhall haue among them ( that which 
they abſurdly imputero ſome in Reformed 
Churches) Womes Preachers. 

Nay further outof the grounds of Jeſs:- 
ticall Logicke (according to which, theſe 
Miſtriſſes muſt bee bound ro Catechile ) 
it will follow that Saint Pasls principle 
will faile, whereby the wife is Smut, and 
bound by the Law to her Husband ſo long 45 
he linerh, For if Ieſuiticall exalration doth 
exempt a man from ſubiection to his lawfull 
King, why ſhall not (4 paritate rationis) the 
imparting of this ſacred Order to a woman, 
exempt her from obedicuce to her Head 
the husband. And if once thoſe Prophe. 
teſſes ger head againſt their head, there will 
bee no neede to ſay to any of rhem, Tene 
quod habes, 

Laſtly, to proceed 4b imper feitioribus ad 
perfetiiora , nay, ad perfettiſſima, to the moſt 
exquiſite and refined incroachers, the mwaſcs- 
line Ieſuites themſelues , and to omit wharloc- 


| uer I haue formerly by penne noted concer- 


ning theirlate inventions and ftratagems. I 
adde concerning them in generall, That in 


| 


E neland 
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Exgland they doe not onely exceed perhaps 
in treble proportion of numberall other Or- 
ders and Prieſts, but alſo of late yeares heere 


are growen to that abſoluteneſs among other 
Romanifts,that they comemncd the latenew- 


| coyned Biſhop of Chalcedos, and denied ſub- 


ietion ro him, nor would appeare at all ypon 
Citation before his Rexerence, though hce 
thought hee came full fraught with faculties 


their Seculars and Regulars, 

I know not what Myſtery there may be in 
the Court of Rome, in giuing to diuers men 
oppolice Iurifditions, and mutuall exemprti- 
ons ; but haueſeenea Preſentment that was 
made by the Church-wardens and {worne 
Officers of a Pariſh within the circuit of this 
Citic,about Eaſter laſt, that a certaine man 
there named was a Jeſuite, and Keeper of the 
Popes Privie Signet, By which Title perhaps 
is intended ſome tranſcendent facultie com- 
mitted by the Court of Rome to that Teſuite, 
for which authoritie ſome ſpeciall new Scale 
might be appointed and appropriated, which 
in ſemblance tothe Engliſh phraſe might bce 
called,T he privie Signet, 

But tolet paſſetheſe inwards of the 7eſuites, 
and view them onely in the ourfide of their 
habit and apparell in Exg/and. I have former 
ly giuen the charaRter of them intheir coſtly 


Hire ruffianly brauery ; and then I conſidered 
H 


from his Helineſſe, for Turiſdiction ouer all| 


that| 


I haue ſcene 
the Proceſſe 
againſt this 
man,by which 
he was excom- 
municated. 
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| armcththem with boundleſle libertic againſt 
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that kind of diſguiſe as tending to the hiding 
them from the notice of Magiſtrates, or to 
their more eafic and vnſuſpected inſinuation 
intoall companies, to draw Proſelites to the 
Roman bent : but ſince I find, that it morcover 


Ciuill and Morall lawes. 

1. Herce is taken better opportunitic fr} 
profciſed ſolicitation of Chaſtiiie, which if 
they went in grauer habit, would perhaps bee 
checked by modeſtie. 

I know a vigorous Jeſaite , who bcing atri- 
red like a Gallant ot none of the loweſt ruffe, 
is ſaid to haue vſed the title of a Torkſhire 
Gentleman of ſome hundreds yearcly rcue- 
new. Hee often repaired toa houſe within a 
Pariſh of the Suburbes, where lodged a fe- 
male Gueſt, to whom (notwithſtanding his 
Vow againſt all carthly Yalentenes ) hee be- 
came a Suiter, and promiſed her Marriage : 
and for the better aſſuring her that he would | 
marry her, pretended he had gotten a Licerce| 
to that purpoſe from the 074inary ; which 
Licence hee ſhewed to diuers of thar family, 
the more to worke vpon the womans credu. 
lirie, In fine,hegor that he came for,and then 
this Gentleman vaniſhed, 

2. As this incongruous habit imbolcneth 
them againſt, the ſcuenth Commanc« ment: 
ſo doth it much more againſt the {izt, Non oc- 
c4es, They that by their Pricſthooo (hould} 


| 


| 


beare! 
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[paſſed 2long the open ſtreer inthis Cirie, a- 


| weapon,being made ſb poinan: and deadly, 


{I had theayd of the iuſticeof this honoura- 
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beare about them Arma tantum ſpiriraalia, 
— chem in arms wilitaria , the weapons 
of a 
or Cut-throat. 

The care of this concerneth them inautho- 


[ritie : butme it concernerh nearely,in regard | 


of danger vndergone, and future protection, | 
which I implore. wo 
Not abouc three moneths ſince; when I | 


bout the midele of che afrernoone, walking 
in Godspeace and the Kings,after a flight ſa- 
IE ; _— 

lurationi was {ct vpon by one of that /eſurti- 


head of lonz ſhag ha're, armrd with a long nar- 
row Sword,viſible,cy innifib!t,a Stulletto,a wea- 
pon I trow condemned 1n forraine Nations, 
Hut ordinary furniture forthe Yeomen of the 
Popes Guard heere in Enziand, (I meane the 
[eſuites, as well Clerick as Laick: ) With this 


that it would pearce.as is thought,rcaſonable 
good armour,heeaſſaulted me : but by Gods 
helpc I evaded. And for his commitment, 


ble Cirie, by the authoritic of the ry, {2 wor 


ouldier; nay, ſomerimes of an Aſſaſine, | 


calt brood, wel knowneto mee, and then at- Z 
{tired in coloured Clother, white Bootes,with 4 


thie the late Lord Aaror, whois by me to 
be acknowledged, not onely for my priuate | 
protection vponthis danger, but in regard of 
che publike, for the good eſtimation and ho 


H 2 nour 
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2. Part Fe- 
hold,l come 


quickely. 


Verg. Aeneid, 6 | 
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nour which hee hath got by the faithfull diſ- 
charge of his Office, and the good gouern- | 
ment of this honourable Citie, tohaue well 
begun,continued,and cnded the Circle of his 
now finiſhed yeare, 

And as the Poet ſpeaketh of a Tree bea- 
ring golden fruit : 

— F' #8 avulſo non deficit alter 
 *: Amrens,o ſimils frondeſcit virga metals. 

One golden bough being pulled away, 
there buds our another of the ſame merrall. 
So for auſpicatien of his. Honourable Stc- 
ceſſoar, 1 doubt not to ſay, 'that hee. will 
branch forth with the ſame fruit of care for| 
Religion and Tuſtice. 


Too long haueI tyred your Chriſtian pa- 
tience ini tracking out the by-paths of wan- 
dering Romiſh waies, which haue ſome- 
what led me out of my dirc way ; your fur- 
ther permiſſionI will viſe modeſtly in reach- 
ingat, but ſcarce touching rhe vpper branch | 
of my Text, Behold ] come quickly. 

Theſe words repreſent ynto vs ſuch a glo- 
rious ſpectacle, as is fit for vs ro ſtep out of 
| our dores andthrongingly to behold, not as 
a iranſitory Pageant for 4 day, but as poficling 
and imploying the moſt piercing cics of our 
ſoule as longas we can open them and hold 
forth our heads with expectation, cuen all 
the daies of our life, 


| 


Here 


.—_—_—_ 


Here have we,firſt the Precurſor,a John Bap. 
tiff, going before & giuing warning, Ecce,Be- 
hbeldone is comming, who hath beene long 
foretold and expected : Then himſelfe rhas 
s@mes, Chriſt the only begotten Sonne of | 
the Father, Yenio, I come ;though he ſeeme 
long abſenr, yet will hee be cuidently pre- 
ſent, He commeth. Thirdly, here is the man- 
er or paſe of his comming ; not leaſurely as 
herode into Jeryſalew vpon aflow beaſt, but 
riding vpon a ſwift, running horſe, or rather 
vpon the wings of the winde, Cito, 1 come 
quickly, 

I. Ecce, Behold.) This Ecce as a watch- 
word of premonition is perfxed to all the 
commings of Chriſt mentioned in Scrip- 
ture. As 

Ecce Virgo pariet, Behold a Virgin ſhall con- 
ceiue and bring forth a Child.Ela. 7. 14. 

Ecce Emnangelize vobis gaudium magnum 
Cc.Behold 1 bring you good tidings of great i0y 
which ſhall be toall people, Luk.2.10. 

Feee wenit tibi Rex twus mitis, aſino mſi- 
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dens, &c. Behold thy King commeth wnte thee | 
meeke, and ſitting vpon an Aſſe, ana d Colt the | 
fole of an Aſſe.Mat.2 1.5. 


EF cce venit cum nubibus, Behold be commeth 
with Clowds, and cucry eye ſhall ſee him. &c. | 
Apoc. 1.7. | 

Ecce fload oftium et palto, Behold I ſtand at the 
deore and knock. APOC. 3.20. | 


H 3; Whence 


3. 


þ 
my . 


Mat,3.3. 


Mat,3.2, 


t. Virtual. 


Whence we learnc that God hath ſer this 
Centinel[to keepe vs watching and ready to 
riſe when hee ſhall call on the ſuddaineto vs. 
Secondly that the Marter and Perſon requi- 
reth our Attention, our Admiration, our 
Accepration of ſo great and glorious a 
Gueſt. 

John the Baptiſts Office we know was t0 
prepare the way of the Lord, 10 make the paths 
ftraieh t, fit for the entertainement of the 
Meſſias ; ſo was this Ecce to that Church of 
Philadelphia,and tothe angel! thereof : So 


| muſt it be to vsa call for due preparation to 


recciue and meete the Meſſ7as, to adore and 
obey him. And verily the way of the Lord is 
neuer ſufficiently prepared in vs, valeſle wee 
entertaine and obey the Dottrine of the Pre- 
curſor, Repent for the Kingdome of God is at 
band. Withour compunction for our ſinfull 
lives, and bringing forth fruites worthy of re- 
pentance, wee are ſtill bur deafe, though this 
Trumpet Ecce, ſound neuer ſo loud in our 
earcs. | 
2. Venio, 1 come. 

The diuers commings of Chriſt arediſper- 
ſedly ſet downe in the Scriptures foremen- 
tioned : I willreduce them toa briefe, {| 

His firſt comming was Yirtaall, from the 
beginning ofthe world in vigour and power 
of Redemption, as he was agnus occiſus ab 0- 
rigine mundi, 4 Lambe flaine from the brgin- 

ning 


TX 


__ — — 


Rn On CO ECT 


ee re  R _ 


L—— 


| Hold faſt. 


_— 


come, and his day as preſent. 

His other Communes are CAtaall. And firſt 
in carne, when he came to man by aſſuming 
his nature,when he came ad /uos,to the Tewes, 


in humilitie and embaſcment, in forma ſerni, 
in the forme of a ſeruant, to make vs free by 
ſuffcring bondage. 

His comming to lernſalem was Local both a 
preparatineto his Paſſion, anda prefiguration 
of his exaltation.Y cn Rex,thy King commeth, 
and the royall acclamation of Heſawna was 
ſung to him: Bleſſed be he that commeth in the 
name of the Lord. 

There is his Spirirual Comming inviſibly, 
and into our ſoulcs by grace and the power 
of his holy Spirit, to raiſe vs from the graue 
of ſinnc and ſpitituall death, This commung is 
in miſericordia, tn mercy. 

His laſt Comminz is [ndiciall in Tuſtice, in 
Maicſtic and Glory 10 iudge the quicke and 
drad, to render toeutry one as his workes ſhall 
be; to transforme the Church Militant in- 
to Triumphant, And this his comming is cal. 
ledby Saint Pav/, the glorious appearance of 
our great God and Sauiour Jeſus Chriſt. And 
our Sauiour himſcife forete]lzth that he the 
ſonne of man ſhall come in 2 triple glory, in 
his owne glory, and in his Fathcrs, and of tbe 
holy Argels, 


wing of the world. So Abraham (aw him as | 


and they receiued him not. This Comming was | 


| 


of | 
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2, Aliluall,* 


3, Locall, 


4. Priitwall, 


$, Indiciall 


Titus. 2, 


Luke 9.26, 


þ 


bn ——_ 


——_— 


Pſal.z, 


| Gal 4.4. 
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Oftheſe 8 þ ſomeare peſt, and not 
here intended at all, otherwiſe then by pre- 
ſ#ppoſition. That other which is preſext and 
daily, namely him comming to his choſen 
by mouing and changing their hearts, by re- 
newing their ſpirit, by comforting and in- 
ſtruQing their ſoules , is not here meant 0- 
therwiſe then by analozie and application, The 
laſt and moſt vniuerſall comming is that 
which is here promiſed, Bebs/d 1 come. And 
thisis vſuallycalled his ſecond comming,namec- 
ly, viſible and proper, wherein it is ſuitable 
to his comming by Incarnation, and ſenſible 
conuerſation; but much diuers from it. 

Firſt,in Ma»ner,that being in the depth of 
humiliation, this in the height of exaltatien; 
that in reproachand infirmitic,this in beautie 
and glory. 

Secondly,in the End and complement,that 
being to vndergoc Death , this to bring a 
crowne of life,that to be deſpitedand ſpit on 
by his enemies, this to br»;ſe his enemies like 
4 Potters veſſel, and to make hjs foes his. foot- 


Thirdly,in Time, that being in the fulneſſe 
of time when the vaile of Hoſaicall Types 
and Ceremonies was to vaniſh, and yceld to 
the ſubſtance ; this ſuture in another moſt 
abſolute fulneſſe of time, when the whole: 
frame of this Earth is to be taken aſunder, 
andthe curtaine of the Heauens to ”_ with. 

rawn 
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drawne and paſſe away like a ſcrowle. | | 
This glorious and finall comming of our 

| Sauiour as it is the Epilogue & conſummati- 
on ofthis preſent World, 1s by divers handled | 
by way of declaring the foregoing fignes of 
it,and ayming at the exact timethercof. Both | 
which on, forbeare, leſt I ſhould incurre | 
curioſitie,and offend againſt breuitie in ſpea- 
king of an houre to come,withneglet of the | | 
houre now paſt. I onely propound a bricte 
touchof plaine InſtruQion,cafte forthe mea-|.,,._. 
' Jncſt,out of a myſtery of the higheſt: which I EI 
[reduce tothele three rermes, Fides, Spes,Cha-| for b(cuitic 
[1itas, Faith, Hope,and Charitie. — 6 
Firſt, Faith. That we muſt firmely beleege, | Fider. 
| that Chriſt will come and cal! vsallto Tudge- 
ment. Anecdlcſlc note, ſome will ſay , this} 
being one of the Articles of the Creed, and a| 
maineprinciple of Religion. I acknowledge 
Jit, and ſo Saint Paw/ betrer knew, that hee 
nad taught the Reſarredtion, and yet in the | 
| Church of Corimb, ſuch Atheiſme crept | Cor.15, F 
| 


in, that hee was faine to ſpend a long| 
Chapter, aid inculcate many Arguments, | | 
j*0 hold vp ſtaggering belecuers, and refute} | 
'misbelceuers. | 
|; Nay, naturall reaſon doth without Scrip-} | 
[tureprooue, thatthere muſt needs bee a fu- | 
,turc finall Iudgement, to recompence good | 


| 
| S< ment, « 
;and cuill, which in this world many times | | 


| 


| are thwarted ſo prepoſtcrouſly. I will men- 
| I rion| | 
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tion but one ground, and that touched by 
Saint Paul there; If there were no hope, tut! 
inthis life, then pious and honeſt men were | 
Cur lonk male onpmium miſerrimi!, of all others the moſt ngi- | 
m—_— ſerable. And yer ſuch is our weakneſle, ſuch | 
wake 5 the (trength of Sarans ſuggeſtions againſt the 
Truth , that wee necd to have this foun- 
dation daily more ſtrongly fſetled and ram- 
med in our hearts, Yemet Chriſtus ad indi- 
candum vinos & morinos : Chriit Ieſus ſhall 
come to twdge bothphe quicke and the dead, This | » 
is the ſure Anchor ot our Faith , which fa- 
 ſteneth and ſecureth our wauing and fAlGating 
veſlell amidſt the ſtormes of the tempeſtu- 
' ous warfare in this mortall lite , and kee- | 
peth vs from ſplitting vpon the Rockes of 
Deſperation , whereat many ſuffer Ship- 
wracke, 
_— ' Secondly, it ſupporteth vs by Hope, and 
| ' expeRationof the comfortable performance 
of Godspromiles, For with ſmall ioy ſhal! | 
wee acknowledge a ſecond comming of 
| Chriſt vnto Tadgement, if wee apprehend it 
| onely as it is bent contra homines, to take ven. 
_ vpon ſinfull men: ſo eventhe Denils | 
| beleewe it, and tremble at it, Bur wee looke 
for it with the expeQation of Hope, and the 
obieft of Hope, is bowum futurum , a good 
| and ample reward which wee are to recciue. 
So Saint Paw, Tit, 2, vpon declaration of | 
| the appearing of the grace of God which bring- 


eth \ 
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«th ſa/uation to all men , adioyneth thereto | Tic 2.11. | 
our good vicof it, Expettantes beatam illam 
ſbem, Looking for that bleſſed hope of the com- 
ming of our Lord and Sauiour. And hcere in | 
my Text, it is the-inſeluble bond, which | 
confieteth the Precepr, which formerly I | 
handled with this comfortable Motive. For 
why ſhould Wee ſtriueagainſt the world , ad | 
tenendum quod habemus, to holde the Faith | 
and Sandtitie which by Gods grace wehaue, | 
vnleſſe hee who is the CAnthonr and finiſher | | 
of this Faith would certainly come with the | 
Crowne in his hand to reward our conſtancie. | 
Nay, the ſame Apoſtle, Rom. 8. reucileth to | 
vs, that the very ſtupid creature is induced 
with hope of this kinde, as expecting the rewe- | Rom.s.19. 
lation of the glorie of the Sonzes of God. And 
therefore inthe meane time , though- with 
gricte and groaning , yet with patience, bea- | 
reth a ſubjugation vnto ſeruitude. How ' | 
much more ſhall the Sonnes of Godthem- | 
ſelues, beare their owne burthen patiently | 
for a time, till the reſtauration of all things 
| COME, | - 
| The third dutic hence drawen, is our lone | z. Churite, 
'ro God, & to our brethren ;which followerh 
'ypon our deſire of this comming, aud Jouing 
[the ſame. 1.7 im. 4.:.A Crowne of righteon(- 
| eſſe layed vp for mce, and for all that loue hts 
comming, And ſurely, if wee loue this his | 
, comming, wee cannot louc finne, nor the | 
I 2 world, i | 
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1 world, nor our fleſh as it is ſinfull, and wee 
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cannot but loue our brethren, who ſhall bee 
knit together with vs in one bundle, by the 
Angels that hall gather vp Gods harucft. 

The laſt thing we areto conſider, is the ce- 
lerttie of this comming z Yer's c118,, 1 come! 
quickly, This expectation is not long,our de-| 
liuerance isneere at hand. YF/o,not venian:, | 
not I will come, butTIam #ow comming , 7 
come,2nd that gaickty. 

Heere the Epicure and worldling obict- 
eth,where is thisc/19, quickly? How quickly, | 
when as ſo many ages haue paſled ſince his} 
promiſe was vttcied, and yet he is notcome. 
Of theſe Saint Peter prophecieth, that there 
ſhallcome in the laſt daies ſcoffers, ſaying,Where 
is the promiſe of his comming * Nay,but they 
arme themſclues with a pretended reaſon 
from expcrience: For ſince the Fathers ſicpt, all 
things continue as they were, Our Fathers have 
runne their race, and other gencrations haue 
ſucceeded, and yet the world indures, yet no 
diſſolution of ic by any ſuch comming of the 
Sonne of man to tudo. ment. 

That God may be tuſlificd, and men found ly- 
ers, hercto we an{wc1c. 

Firſt,to the Pe: ſons, Marke what thoſe ob- 
ictorsare,Scoffers,and men walking af: er 1hty 
ewne laſts, Thecloud of luſt hath darkened in 
them the light, not onely of religion,butalſo 
of reaſon; T hey are willingly ionorant. | 


_Secondly | 
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- Secondly, tothe warter it ſelfe, There can 
be no ſlacknefſe in God, ſuch as men account 
ſlackneſſe. Men make a falſe reckoning of 
thoſe times and icaſons which God hath 
kept in his owne boſome. To Gods eterni- 
tieſuch times can make no difference , with 
him 4 thoaſand yeares are 45 4 day, and 4 day as 
4 thonſand yeares. Nouiſimi dies areto himall 
| rherime of grace aftcr the firſt comming of 
the Sonne of man inthe fleſh, 


only as generalltothe whole world, bur alſo 
as particular toeuery ſingular man. In the 
firſt, Chriſts comming hath depended many 
large reuolutions of naturall time, and how 


In the ſecond acception Chriſt commeth 
to eucry of vs C40, very quickly ina proper 
ſenſe. 
| Firſt, in'regard of the ſhortneſle of their 
lives: For eucn thoſe that liue vnto decre- 
pid age, yer paſle away C:10,quickly.T he life 
of nan is but a /pa» long ; our dayes paſſe like 
a Weaners Shuitle, nimbly ; our life ends {xe 
4 tale that 15 told, 

Secondly, our owne luxuries fill vs full 
; of diſcaſes,w!iich yct more ſhorten this our 
ſhort Cav of life, and fer our Clock forward 
, thatit flriketh dead before rhe time of our 
naturall circle is gone about. Nay where 
moderation and care is vicd for preferuation 
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Laſtly, wee muſt interpret !udgement, not | 


long it ſhall, heonly knoweth that commerh.| 
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'ot health ; yet God for our ſinnes ſendeth 
| common {courges and calamitics of ran- 
'ging publike diſeaſes by the diſtemper of the | 
' Airc and ſeaſons, or otherwiſe, Hereof at 
this preſent we feele a raſte, not only in this 
City, but alſo generally through this Land 
by ſtrange mew feavers, God glue vs the 
grace to bee true Phyſicians to ſee the cauſlc 
'thereof in our ſelues, namely our common 
fianes which make difcaſes ſo common a- 
mongſt vs, and roapply the truecure, Repen- 
tance. And withallto giue bim thankcs thai 
in this great and populous City, he ſparcth 
the fearcfull Rod ofthe Plagwe in this ſickly 
{caſon. 
Laſtly, hereto I addethat mcancs of par- 
ticular diffolution whereby in moſt proper 
ſenſe, God may be ſaid tocome Cito, quick- 
ly, and call vs before we bee aware, vnleſle 
we remaine in perpetuall actuall preparati- 
on, and that is by ſudden vpexpedted death : 
whether by ;zward voknown and vntelt dif- 
caſes, which ſometimes extinguith our 
Lampe in a moment, when wee thinke our 
ſelues in beſt health and ſtrength ; or o=r- 
wardly by inundation of Deluge, as Noabs 
Floud, When men were eating and drinking, 
the Floud came; or by caſnaltie,as by Thun- 
der from Hcauen, by Earthquakes, ſuch as 
haue ſwallowed vp cucn whole Citics, and 
ſome neere the place wherero my Text 1s 
written 


—_> 


written ; I meane in Greece and ſome parts of 
Aſia; or by ruize of thoſe houſes which we in- 
habite for a ſhelter tows, fo Nobs Children tea- | 
ted their laſt, when a mighty winde vnioyn 
red the houſe and their bodies. | 
Beloned Chriſtians , heere remembrance 
both dclefell and ioytull, didceth me ſtand 
| fill and looke neerer home, This place, bur | 
' much morethisrime wherein I ſpeake, bids 
me recount the workes of God. This day 
wherein I ſpeake ſtandeth in center and c-' 
 quall ballance betweene two dayes which I 
, muſt never forger, The one of publike dan- | 
gcr, intended by men, but prevented by 
. God, the other of danger and damage, net | 
intended by men, but permitted and ditpo- | 
ſed by God, The one by common gratula- 
tion yee are to celebrare in this place fue. 
 daies hence, bem;gthe fift of our Nonember, 
the other is fitfbr me to record in my pero. 
| nall thankeſgiving, being paſt hue Caies 
fince, namely the fixe and twentieth of 
October, | willnot ſaythe fift of rhe Roman 
' Nonember, In both of theſe the calc hath a, 
'Veniocito, a moſt ſodaine vnexpected diſlo. 
lution, The one intended of our whole State, 
repreſented inapublike ſnlemne Aſſembly , 
the other vndergone of ſome priuate perſons 
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| ina concealed Conuention. In the one, the. Gunpowder 


| Agents were Romith plotters and pioners, Tre-/e», 
| Antichriſtian Molewarps, working amoſt 
| pro- i 


— — 
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The {all of the 
houſe at the: 
Blacge-Fryers, 
where peri- 
ſhed about an 
hundred per- 
ſons, being 
preſent at a 
Icſuites Ser- 
mon, 


& 


[tients ſome Romiſhly ſeduced: but God for- 
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prodigious and neuer paralclled Treaſon in 
a ſubterrancous Vaule ; when with one ſul-! 
pherous blaſt there had beene like to hauc 
beene brought a generall deſtruction vpon 
Aloſes and CA ar909, Princes and Peeres, Com. 
manders & Commoners,yca Church and Com- 
mon-wealth ; neither wanted there any thing 
to the ripeneſle and perteRion thereof, bur 
the laſt handto act it. In the other were Pa- 


bid that I ſhould enterraine ſo vacharitable a 
thought as to compare the one tothe other, 
inintentions or aftetions, God ouertooke 
the one in their owne ſnare, and brought 
them to puniſhment for their barbarous at- 
tempts ; the other gaſped their laſt in the 
place and a of their Dcuotions, In what 
manner or meaſure of chaſtiſement or pu- 
niſhmene God came totheſe, when hee cut 
off their daics taw cite, byſuch a ſodaine 
downcfall, I cannot, I may not iudge : their 
perſons I leaue to him that ſhall come to iudge 
them and vsAall, | 

But as formy ſelfc, /et my tonzne cleaue ” 
the roofe of my menth,if I doc not vnceſlaitly 
acknowledge Gods ſpeciall mercy to mee, 
who ſpared me from this Yen: cirs, as it hee 
'had voiucikcd me a priuilcdge of longer 
\time of repentance ; which ſurcly in that caſe] 
'T was of corporall and fpirituail danger, Tj 
could not expect much leſſe deſeruc. I ran 
with 
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with others into errors; nay, deeper then 
others, in reſpe&t of my Vocation and 
( Profeſſion : yer hee that calleth not the| yiath. g.1z, 
inſt , ut ſinners 10 repentance , preſerued 
this my life , when I was oucrwhelmed 
with the ruines and rubbiſh of that dole- 
full houſe in this Cie, not farre fromthis 
place, 
| Hee that ſaith to euery of vs, Behold, 1 
come quickly , by the approach of corporall 
diſfolurion, ſaith now ro mee , Bebholde, 
when I came quickly to many others round 
abour thee, I came not then to thee by 
vatimely death , that that thou mayſt come 
ro mee by timely repentance ,and duc thapk-. 
fulneſſe. : | 
What now remaineth for mee, bur with 
the Prophet Dawid, to ſay from my heart, 
T he Lord hath inclined his eare unte mee, there-| Flalm.116, | 
ore will I call upon him ſo long 45 I line, The 
ſnares of death compaſſed mee round about, and | 
the paines of hell gate hold wpoa mee. 1 was in | 
miſery , and hee belped mee. I will take the cup 
of ſaluation , and call vpon the Name of the 
Lord, 1 will pay my vowes wnto the Lord in 
the ſight of his people, euenin the midſt of thee, 
0 leruſalem, 


The Gol of Peace, who hath redeemed 
and ſanified his Church , by the euerla- 
K ſting 
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ſting Couenant of his moſt precious blood, | 
ſanctific vs allthrovghovt, in Soule, Body, 
and Spirit, that wee holding faſt that holy 
Faith: which wee haue receiued , may with 
hope and ioy heaic that bleſiced voyce, 
Behold, I rome quickly ; Even 
ſo Lord leſas,come quick- 
ly. Amen, 
# - 
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